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Bridget Laxton  Tutor B. Ed
w�re Learning � fun

I am a teacher with 23 years 
teaching experience across the 

primary ages. I tutor children up 
to Year 6.

Tutoring sessions are fun and 
tailored to individual needs. Talk 

to me about what your child 
needs.

Spaces available.

Please call 07759 798 022 or 
e-mail bridgetlaxton@yahoo.co.uk

CHIMNEY SWEEP 
A PROFESSIONAL CHIMNEY SWEEP SERVICE   
CLEAN RELIABLE BRUSH AND VACUUM 
FULLY INSURED  MANY YEARS EXPERIENCE 

                                      
AGA’S                                                
RAYBURNS                           
JETMASTERS 
ALL OPEN FIRES 
WOODBURNERS 
NEST REMOVALS 
OIL FIRED BOILERS 
SWEEPING CERTIFICATES ISSUED 
CAPS AND COWLS SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

 
CALL DARREN 

01635 569195/07900398678 
  areasweep@btinternet.com 
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“I’m telling you, it’s not there!”
A question often asked of clergy, and one that clergy are 
fond of asking others, is, “Where or how is God working in 
your life?”. When initially asked this question, it requires a 
good deal of focus to understand where or how this should 
show itself. We may set an expectation of what constitutes 
God ‘working’ and it is this that can sometimes throw us off 
the scent. We may be looking but not actually seeing; not 
actually recognising what is right under our nose.

Let me illustrate with a couple of episodes which happened 
to me within a week (sadly!). 

I have just renewed my passport. In doing so I needed my old 
one. ‘Where is it?’ I asked my wife Kathy. ‘In the drawer.’ 
was the answer. Now I was convinced it wasn’t in the drawer 
upstairs. I remember seeing it and using it whilst sat at 
the kitchen table. It must be downstairs somewhere. I’m 
convinced. 

‘Have you looked in the drawer?’ 

‘No not yet. I’m sure it’s down here somewhere.’

In the end I gave up and looked in the drawer, simply to prove 
her wrong more than anything. No, it wasn’t in the drawer. 
I went out. Some moments later I got a text from her saying 
she had found my passport ... in the drawer! 

But not the same drawer I had been searching!

I was asked to wring out a t-shirt and hang it to dry. It’s in the 
bathroom. I looked and looked twice and saw no t-shirt. ‘But 
it’s in the bathroom.’ 

‘I’m telling you it’s not there!’ was my response.

‘Come with me.’ We both trudged upstairs, me with a sense 
of ‘this will finally prove her wrong’ ringing in my head. As we 
entered the bathroom, ‘What is that?’ There, sitting proudly 
on the side of the bath was a lonely t-shirt. I felt as big a drip 
as the t-shirt looked! 

Now, I don’t know where it came from, but it wasn’t there 
when I last looked. I’m convinced of it!

I went to Homebase to get some more of the wallpaper we 
were using for Holiday Club. I knew where it was. It should 
be no problem. I looked and looked. I went through each 
individual location to make sure. I wandered around and 
came back and looked again. Sadly, they must have sold out. 

‘Were you looking in the right place?’ 

‘Of course I was!’ 



4  The Wash Commoner September 2019

‘Let’s go back and I’ll look.’

‘No point,’ I said, ‘I’m telling you, it’s not there. I looked very carefully, and I’m convinced 
they have sold out.’

We went back and you will have guessed by now that she went straight up to the wallpaper 
and with great triumph said, ‘What’s this?’

It’s at moments like these when the energy drains from your body and you almost lose the 
will to live! At the very least, you start to wonder about your own capabilities (faculties?). 
Self-confidence deflates like a blow-up toy with the plug out. One begins to subscribe to the 
view that the light at the end of the tunnel has been switched off due to budget cuts.

According to www.urbandictionary.com, there is a phenomenon called ‘man looking’. ‘The 
inability of those with male chromosomes to see anything that is clearly in sight and who 
require a female to guide their eyes to the item within plain view.’ Well, I think there is ‘man 
looking’ and then again, there is ‘Terry looking’ – an altogether new dimension!

Perhaps, then, the key is to develop the skills to recognise what you are looking for; not be 
too casual about it, and not set expectations of what it should look like. Above all it is about 
being attentive.

We must be able to experience God working in our lives. God did not show himself once 
through Jesus and then never again. We can experience God in real tangible ways if we learn 
to recognise what we are looking at.

Robert Webber writes, ‘the spiritual life is not an escape from life but an affirmation of 
God’s way of life in the struggles we meet in our personal thoughts, in the relationships we 
have in the family, among our neighbours, at work, and in our leisure. The Christian life is 
an embodied life. It affirms that all of life belongs to God and God is everywhere in life.’

The real solution though may be much simpler. Probably, it’s not a question of looking, but 
of inviting.

‘For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.’ 

Matthew 18.20

Just as the object being searched for does not force itself to be visible, neither does God 
provide an appearance unless, first invited.

Love, 

Revd Terry Winrow

Published by: Parish Church of St George the Martyr, Wash Common, Newbury, www.st-george-newbury.org.uk

Copy deadline for the October issue is Friday, 13 September 2019.

Editors: Alex Brown & Morgan O’Kennedy, magazine@st-george-newbury.org.uk or 01635 569 775

Advertising: E-mail all enquiries to magazine@st-george-newbury.org.uk

Cover:  ‘Autumn mood’ by rawpixel.com 

All views expressed in The Wash Commoner are the views of the author of the relevant article and not of St George’s 
Church. The placement of any advert should not imply a recommendation by St George’s Church.
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www.rangerhomecare.com
info@rangerhomecare.com

Live-in care

We are a family-run business providing premium live-in care for 
your loved ones, enabling them to remain in their own homes.

We provide care for the elderly and young, long and short term, 
incl:  palliative, dementia and physical disability.

Always happy to chat
Please call Natalie or Taryke

01252 850 040

Ranger
               HOME           CARE

Family First

Park House School  
Andover Road  Newbury  RG14 6NQ 
Tel:  01635 573911

For further informa� on please contact:
recruitment@parkhouseschool.org

Minibus Drivers

This school is commi� ed to safeguarding and promo� ng the welfare of children and young 
people and expects all staff  and volunteers to share this commitment.  An enhanced disclosure 

barring service check will be sought from successful candidates.

Good local knowledge and the ability to interact 
with pupils and parents.

Shi� s available Monday to Friday:
7.00am to 8.30am   I   3.25pm to 5.00pm

You must be over 21 / clean driving license / 
3 years of driving experience/ £9.75 per hour.

 

 

 

Needed urgently: Low stock: 
tinned meat Garlic puree 
shampoo pasta sauce 
shaving foam tinned fish 
Deodorants onion granules 
Mixed herbs 
 
The Foodbank relies on donations of 
food and there are collection points at 
most of the local supermarkets, as 
well as in the lobby of St George’s 
Church. 
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Peter Knott looks back at a glorious afternoon of music and Pimm’s

The annual Summer Serenade concert at St George's took place on the Sunday afternoon of 
30 June.  The church was filled to capacity, thanks perhaps to the twin allures of music for 
all and the interval Pimm’s, strawberries and cream!

The line-up of performers was the Harmony choir directed by Keith Glenny, Helen Page 
(violin), Sophie Glenny (clarinet), Derek Orr (guitar) and Clive Grant (piano accompaniment).

Harmony opened the concert with Psallite Deo, a beautiful little fugal motet by J S Bach.  
Then came a pair of sea songs; first the light and wistful Message from an Island by Bob 
Chilcott, contrasting with the altogether more vigorous Just as the Tide was Flowing, freely 
arranged by Ralph Vaughan Williams (and the words “slightly revised” for some reason...).  
There followed two love songs; the traditional Croatian Uz Kolo and an Irving Berlin 
favourite, Cheek to Cheek.

Helen with Clive accompanying performed the first movement of Concerto in A minor by 
Antonio Vivaldi – proof that the red-headed priest did not write the same concerto 500 
times, as has been unkindly alleged!  Next they played an arrangement of the lovely Boublil/
Schönberg song I Dreamed a Dream (from Les Misérables of course, and made even more 
popular in our time by Susan Boyle).  They ended this section with Spanish Dance No. 2 by 
Moritz Moszkowski, melancholy and fiery by turns and with impressive double stopping by 
Helen.

For her contribution Sophie accompanied by father Keith played the second movement of 
the wonderful autumnal Clarinet Concerto by Mozart. I think everyone must have been 
struck by the full and beautiful tone that Sophie achieved.

Harmony in the first of three songs of inspiration sang the motet Beati quorum via by 
Stanford, a fine work from a composer who is so underrated.  Next came the foursquare God's 
Choir by Roy Overholt, and finally in this section You Raise Me Up (Graham/Lovland): I love 
this piece; there's a beauty and sincerity about it, with nothing maudlin or sanctimonious.

So to the second half of the concert, and Harmony commenced with two songs for daybreak.  
The first was Early in the Morning (by Paul Stookey, of folk singing trio Peter, Paul and Mary) 
accompanied by Derek, followed by Ecco Mormorar l'Onde, Monteverdi's lovely evocation 
of the dawn across the sea.

Not being a Gilbert and Sullivan fan, I was totally disarmed by the next item, the delightful 
madrigal-like Brightly Dawns Our Wedding Day from The Mikado, sung by a quartet (Sarah, 
Jenny, Mat and Keith) drawn from Harmony!  This was followed by Tit Willow from the same 
operetta, very wittily sung by Keith, clowning around with an avian accomplice.

Back to Helen and Clive, and the thoroughly exuberant Romanian Folk Dance no. 6 by 
Bartok. To conclude, there were two songs which come over very well when arranged for 
violin; first A Million Dreams (from The Greatest Showman film of 2017) by Pasek/Paul, a 
tribute to the legendary P T Barnum, then – yet another dream! - Dream a Little Dream 
(Andre/Schwandt), a popular jazzy standard from 1931.

Harmony's last section styled The World in Song began with the traditional Romanian 
Lino Leano set by N Ursu, followed by Never on a Sunday (Ta Pedia Tou Pirea) by Manos 
Hatzidakis (apparently the English words are a rather antiseptic version of the Greek 
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original...), followed by Boleras Sevillanas by E Fabrez, a popular Andalusian song saluting 
the beautiful ladies of Seville, with soloist Avril singing her party piece, complete with 
mantilla and camellia!

The Finale was the American traditional song When the Saints go marching in, and in a 
totally barnstorming arrangement by J Rutter (perhaps that should be heavenstorming...).

The guest performers Helen, Clive, Sophie and Derek were all excellent, as was Keith who is 
to be congratulated for his conducting and overall presenting during the afternoon.

Over £1000 was raised for the charity “Turning Point”, helping those with alcoholism and 
mental health issues.
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Falkland Primary School
A new school year introduced by a new school correspondent

Hi, I’m Max and I’ll be your correspondent for the upcoming year. I’m going to be telling you 
about life at Falkland School and I’m really excited about it. I’m also really excited about my 
sixth and final year at primary school. We go to Rhos which I’m so happy about too.

Things at school were pretty busy at the end 
of the summer term. Years 5 and 6 (the Upper 
Juniors) performed their production of Oliver. It 
was a great success for both years. Hopefully, 
we raised a bit of money and we also used our 
new microphones and spotlights for the first time. 
Year 5 (which was me) were the chorus so we did 
the singing. Year 6 did all of the acting; they also 
sang the songs too. Cast one and two both put on 
excellent performances and everyone had great 
fun singing and acting. I was in cast one and had 
awesome fun like all of the singers and actors who 
did it.

Our school (as you may already know) turned 
fifty at the end of the year. It opened in the year 
1969. Interestingly, it was founded the same year 
that man set foot on the moon for the very first 
time. We had lots of celebrations such as 60s 
films, music and some games. It was a fun day for 
everyone celebrating an important day for all of 
us at Falkland.

Our PE teacher, Mr Haynes, finished his first term with us and has truly become part of the 
furniture. His final few lessons with us were extra fun and we’ve all loved them. He could 
definitely be compared with our highly missed PE teacher from earlier this year. We all miss 
Mr Tillen but Mr Haynes has been amazing! We’ve really enjoyed him.

We also had our summer fete where years 5 and 6 got to run their own stalls. We raised a 
total of £926 for the school! It was a fun, successful day for all of us. The stalls had all sorts 
of themes from football to apple bobbing. It was a very hot day; that didn’t stop people from 
coming. It was packed with people having so much fun. Some stalls got prizes for how much 
they raised but, win or lose, it was fantastic!

We also have an awards assembly before each two-week holiday. Our school has a set of 
trophies that they give out to people that teachers think deserve them. We need to bring 
them back before the next assembly so that they can be given out again. There are awards 
for sports, writing, science and maths. Not forgetting all sorts of the Falkland values.

I hope that my first article has been a good one: I’ve really enjoyed writing it. It has was a 
very emotional end of year for all of us. I’ve had to say goodbye to my amazing teacher Mrs 
Brambley. She was such a fun person and I will really miss her. I bet I’ll have an awesome 
time in year 6. I’m really excited. Now that my article is at an end, I’ll say goodbye and 
write to you next month.
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Mike
Overend
Holistic Therapies

Contact: 
Mike Overend 
07881 527947 
mike@moht.co.uk 
www.moht.co.uk

THE BOWEN TECHNIQUE
A gentle therapy, which can be given through clothing, is 
suitable for all ages, and has been observed to help with:
• Acute and chronic back pain
• sciatica
• frozen shoulder and tennis elbow
• whiplash and neck restrictions
• headaches and sinus problems 
• chronic fatigue
• stress and tension
• asthma and hay fever

Other therapies:  
Bowen for Children, Cranio Bowen, Exercise and Rehabilitation, 

Reiki, Angelic Reiki

Contact Mike Overend on 07881 527947 or  
mike@moht.co.uk or www.moht.co.uk

MIKE OVEREND HOLISTIC THERAPIES

First treatment £25 with this advert

 

Weekday lunch with a glass 
of wine & canapes £23
Sunday buffet lunch £28

Afternoon Tea £17
Dinner from £35

7course tasting dinner £55
Monthly Ladies Lunch £30

 
 

Hurstbourne Tarrant
Near Newbury

SP11 0ER

Esseborne Manor
 hotel & restaurant

To book call 01264 736 444
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Continuing our regular feature on sustainable living opportunities in the Newbury area, we 
interview Lydia Beneto-Turner, founder of Lonely Lentil who is popping up all over the area!

Can you tell us about Lonely Lentil?

Lonely Lentil is a zero waste pop-up shop. I sell unpackaged, 
mostly organic dry foods, herbs and spices. Examples of my 
ever-growing list of products includes nuts, dried fruits, 
pulses, pasta and baking goods. 

Having no fixed premises, I collaborate with various other 
small independent businesses in around the Newbury/
Thatcham areas in order to offer quality produce to my 
customers. My most regular venues for pop-up shops are 
local coffee shops and cafes. 

What is the Lonely Lentil ethos?

The packaging-free/zero waste ethos of my business focuses on encouraging customers to 
bring along their own containers to fill with my produce. Everything is sold loose and by 
weight.  Not all my customers come along armed with Tupperware/bags/jars etc ready for 
filling, so I always have alternatives. The community donate empty jars/containers to me, 
which I sterilise and always have available for my customers to use free of charge. 

Tell us about your products...

I am very proud of the quality of my 
products. I am very selective in my choice 
of suppliers. I only use wholesale suppliers 
with good ethical credentials. My main 
suppliers are vegetarian wholesale co-
operative companies. I only stock Soil 
Association certified organic products 
wherever possible. I also check my 
suppliers’ policies - I want to make sure 
that producers are getting a fair deal.

How do your prices compare to the 
supermarkets?

Realistically, yes, my products are always 
going to be more expensive that what you 
can buy in the discount supermarkets. I 
do however try my best to keep my prices 
as competitive and fair as possible. My 

My regular 
Newbury venues are:

Mrs B's Kitchen Cafe in 
Faraday Road, Newbury. Every 
Monday and Tuesday from 
10.00am – 5.00pm

Colline's Kitchen in The Old 
Town Hall, Newbury Market 
Place. Alternate Fridays from 
9.00am – 4.00pm

West Berkshire Museum, 
in Newbury Town Centre, 
alternate Saturdays from 
10.00am – 2.00pm.
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organic spices are mostly a lot cheaper than you buy in Waitrose for example (refilling a 
standard spice jar of my dried herbs will generally come in at under 70p in most cases!). 
Organic is always going to be more expensive, but I believe in the methods and care that goes 
in to producing the products. 

The other advantage of zero waste shopping is that you only buy the quantities you need. My 
ethos is to buy the best quality possible, but only in the quantities one truly requires. This 
saves both money and food waste!

What does the future hold for Lonely Lentil?

I am the only ‘zero waste’-style food shop in the Newbury/Thatcham area at present. My 
aim with Lonely Lentil is to encourage people to make changes to their lifestyles to become 
more sustainable and eco-conscious in the way they live. I hope that as Lonely Lentil grows, 
the local area will also embrace my ethos of shopping less wastefully/more sustainably 
on a broader spectrum. I also feel that with my model of collaborating with other local 
independent businesses, I am driving the movement towards shopping locally forward. 

This is a shortened version of Lonely Lentil’s article. To read the full version, please visit: 
www.st-george-newbury.org.uk

www.lonelylentil.co.uk  @lonelylentil       @lonelylentil                 lonelylentil

If so contact Hillhampton Wills, a local, family run company on 0118 984 3167 or 
email: joanne@hillhamptonwills.com 

Joanne will visit you at your home. Appointments last approximately 1 hour and can 
be held during the day, evening or weekend.  

A Single Will costs £150, a pair of Mirror Wills £210, a single Power of Attorney 
£250.

For further information visit www.hillhamptonwills.com 
A member of the Institute of Professional Will Writers and fully insured.

Do you need a Will or Lasting Power of Attorney?
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St George’s Holiday Club 2019
Rocky Mountain Rangers

Groups of children toasting marshmallows around a ‘campfire’, orienteering and baking rock 
cakes. Surrounded by animals, staring at the sky filled with fluffy clouds while cable cars 
slide gracefully above and a red mountain train chugs slowly by. It must be an outdoor 
adventure in the wild. Oh no it isn’t … it’s the annual St George’s Children’s Holiday Club!

One hundred 5-11 year-olds gathered at Base Camp on Monday morning on 29 July for a week 
of fun based on an adventure in the mountains. After a smooth registration process, the 
‘rangers’ gathered in their ‘log cabins’ before all coming together for some singing, dancing 
and stories. 

The youngest group, the Bouncing Bears, whose log cabin was in the church, were usually 
the first to march into the Hall to the marching tune of the real Rocky Mountain Rangers – a 
section of the Canadian army. They were followed by the Giddy Goats, the Chirpy Chipmunks, 
the Yodelling Yetis and finally the Great Grizzlies, the oldest group.

They began the day by singing our theme songs for the week – Our God is so big – before 
dancing with the Bobsleigh Bunch to the tune of ‘Reach for the Stars’. Once again, the 
church teenagers formed the Bobsleigh Bunch, who as well as helping in all the log cabins, 
also performed our drama about a family adventure in the mountains, following the same 
themes developed from the Bible stories. 

Starting on Monday, we covered themes of following the right guidelines to ensure good 
relationships with each other, keeping in touch, watching over each other, search party and 
rescue.

Each group had a day on games (which this year featured the excitement of dancing on 
individual trampolines!), drama workshops with New Era Players and a ‘campfire’ in the 
vicarage garden. Not even the heavy rain on the Tuesday dampened our spirits as games 
simply moved inside the church!

And of course, it would not be Holiday Club without ‘The Plank’ – the perennial favourite; 
a simple but highly effective way of creating excitement, fun and a general soaking for 
all involved. Each year ‘The Plank’ transforms into something new – this year it was the 
‘Crashing Creek’.

Holiday Club makes fantastic use of the space available including the Hall, Church, Church 
Annexe, school playground, New Era theatre and this year the Vicarage garden; a truly 
collaborative event.

Our sincere thanks to Bobsleigh Bunch, all leaders and helpers, including our wonderful 
technical support!  Bobsleigh Bunch spent a number of Sunday evenings constructing the 
decorations, as well as practicing the drama and helping out in the groups. Leaders and 
helpers spent weeks preparing materials for the craft activities, and we know many a partner 
was dragged in to help! 

And a thank you to the children who made the week so enjoyable, and the parents who 
donated cakes to keep the children and us going!

Thank you and see you all next year! 

Mitch & Minty (aka Terry & Kathy Winrow)

The Moose Mounties
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Ofsted Registered Childminder 

 
Childcare for ages 0 to 11 

 
   Drop off & collection available for: 
 

St. George’s Pre-School, Falkland Primary 
John Rankin Nursery, Infants & Juniors  

 
Tax free childcare and  

childcare voucher payments accepted 
 

    See latest vacancies on: 

 www.bbchildcare.co.uk  
 

Please contact Sarah Scott on 07771 522375 or 
bbchildcare@hotmail.co.uk for more info 

 
 
 
 

B uilding 
B locks 

C hildcare 
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St George’s Retirement Fellowship 

Maria Pratico looks back on a very hot summer party  

This year on 16 July 2019 was the annual garden party for the Retirement Fellowship at St 
George’s.  It was a boiling hot day and Dave Hill and myself turned up around midday to set up the 
table and chairs outside on the vicarage lawn.  Shortly after Marion Fenn and her husband turned 
up and had to put the table and chairs back inside the Large Meeting Room – yes it was actually too 
hot to have the garden party outside in the heat!  There are times when you are just proud to be part 
of a great team and this was one of those times for me.  It wasn’t easy bringing the table and chairs 
back in but it had to be done and it was done.  Thank you to all the team.  Not only the setting up 
but our members of the Retirement Fellowship were treated to afternoon tea of bucks fizz, cups of 
tea and the finest sandwiches and cakes set out on tables decorated with fresh flowers and all paid 
for from the Retirement Fellowship funds.  I think that is just lovely.  And all thanks to a great team 
that pull together to put on an afternoon for the folk of Wash Common.  
So thank you to Marion and David Fenn, Jenny and Dave Linnell, 
Sandra Goodyear and David Hill.  
This year we add a special thank you to John Kane for coming along 
for the afternoon to serenade us.  I saw John in Church and I knew 
that he plays the violin and so I asked if he would come along to play 
for us and without hesitation John said yes.  And we so enjoyed 
engaging with John and listening to his stories as well as the sound of 
the violin as we sipped our tea and ate our cakes. Kindness like this 
makes our world a wonderful one to live in.  
We would love you to come and join us.  We meet every third 
Tuesday in the month and start at 2:30 in the afternoon and meet in 
the Large Meeting Room at St George’s Church.  Its only 50p for a 
cup of tea and cake as well as a chance to meet new people or ones 
you know for a chat.  We always have a speaker covering a wide 
range of topics or some kind of activity. 
 

    

    
 

 

John Kane with his violin 

Come and join us!  We’d love to see you.  Date of next meeting is 
17 September 2019 at 2:30pm in the Large Meeting Room when 
Bruce Blaine will be talking about his trip to Canada. 

Come and join us!  We’d love to see you.  Date of next meeting is 
17 September 2019 at 2:30pm in the Large Meeting Room when 

Bruce Blaine will be talking about his trip to Canada.

Maria Pratico looks back at a very hot summer party 

This year on 16 July 2019 was the annual garden party for the Retirement Fellowship at St 
George’s.  It was a boiling hot day and Dave Hill and myself turned up around midday to set 
up the table and chairs outside on the vicarage lawn.  Shortly after Marion Fenn and her 
husband turned up and had to put the table and chairs back inside the Large Meeting Room 
– yes it was actually too hot to have the garden party outside in the heat!  There are times 
when you are just proud to be part of a great team and this was one of those times for me.  
It wasn’t easy bringing the table and chairs back in but it had to be done and it was done.  
Thank you to all the team.  Not only the setting up but our members of the Retirement 
Fellowship were treated to afternoon tea of bucks fizz, cups of tea and the finest sandwiches 
and cakes set out on tables decorated with fresh flowers and all paid for from the Retirement 
Fellowship funds.  I think that is just lovely.  And all thanks to a great team that pull together 
to put on an afternoon for the folk of Wash Common.  So thank you to Marion and David Fenn, 
Jenny and Dave Linnell, Sandra Goodyear and David Hill. 

This year we add a special thank you to John Kane for coming along for the afternoon to 
serenade us.  I saw John in Church and I knew that he plays the violin and so I asked if he 
would come along to play for us and without hesitation John said yes.  And we so enjoyed 
engaging with John and listening to his stories as well as the sound of the violin as we sipped 
our tea and ate our cakes. Kindness like this makes our world a wonderful place to live.

We would love you to come and join us.  We meet every third Tuesday in the month and start 
at 2:30 in the afternoon and meet in the Large Meeting Room at St George’s Church.  Its only 
50p for a cup of tea and cake as well as a chance to meet new people or ones you know for 
a chat.  We always have a speaker covering a wide range of topics or some kind of activity.

John Kane with his violin

St George’s Retirement 
Fellowship 
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LIBRARY
Wash Common

THE FRIENDS OF

New Opening Hours:

Mondays: 2.30pm – 6.30pm, Wednesdays:2.30pm – 4.30pm, Fridays: 9.30am – 11.30am, Saturdays:10.00am – 12 noon

What can we offer?
• Over 3000 books catalogued and ready to borrow – including a wide range of children’s books
• Free membership
• 2 computers with FREE Wi-Fi
• Printing and Photocopying – B&W and Colour
• Friendly volunteer staff
• Rhyme Time – First Wednesday of the month, 1.30pm. Next session - Wednesday 4 September
• Poetry Group – Every third Tuesday at 2.30pm. Next session Tuesday - 17 September

• Book Groups – Express your interest at the library or through our Web Site  
www.washcommonlibrary.org.uk

Norma Murray is looking for local artistes to share their talents

Of course, it’s not Christmas yet! Still only July as I write in near sub- tropical heat - and 
all sorts of stuff will happen in the meantime: holidays, big school, clubs, Harvest Festival, 
Murder Mystery, Bonfire Night and then……………………

!! Wash Common’s Christmas Concert !!

will be on Sunday 8 December.  Although now just a pinpoint on the horizon, it is already 
taking shape.  Two choirs have decided what they will sing, a young percussionist is working 
out his moves and a couple of professional local musicians are pondering what they might 
offer. 

This event started eight years ago and has become a popular item in the Wash Common 
calendar, with a tradition of mince pies and mulled wine during the interval and a rousing 
rendition of the Twelve Days of Christmas by the audience to finish it off and send everyone 
homewards with joy in their hearts.  As last year, the proceeds from the concert will be given 
to the West Berks Homeless charity.

Would you like to take part? There is always room for more at St George’s and the platform 
is there for anybody who would like to add their music-making or speaking skills to spice up 
the fare  - we have a good piano, a platform and a warm welcome, but do not delay if you 
think you might like to take the plunge, as the programme is filling up! Get in touch on 01635 
582340 and speak to me: Norma Murray.
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NuMee supper club
Craig Brown reviews a little slice of southern Mediterranean cuisine

The only way to guarantee a secret is to keep it from everyone but, as Suzanne Collins, 
author of the Hunger Games trilogy wrote, “some secrets are too delicious not to share” and 
the NuMee Supper Club fits that bill.

The Supper Club is an initiative of Wash Common’s 
local café that introduces a small group of diners to a 
themed culinary experience from a guest chef.  They’re 
exceptionally popular events, and now that the secret’s 
out, be quick when booking – you’ll miss out if you dawdle.

I was fortunate enough to join a table at NuMee’s third 
Supper Club.  Previous evenings have seen a focus on 
Eastern Mediterranean and Punjabi cuisines, but the 28 
June event, with food prepared by Penny Camateras of 
Penelope’s Bites, explored Cretan dishes, and there was 
much on offer.

The meal began with a palette cleansing feta, watermelon and mint canape served with 
a refreshing homemade lemonade that readied us for the second of six courses, a mixed 
Mezédes that included homemade sesame Kritsínia sticks, Tyrosaláta (a dip featuring feta 
and Cretan Stáka cream cheese) and herby Greek sausage on a bed of dressed leaves.

A Cretan Dákos followed; a light wholegrain barley crispbread with herbed fresh tomato 
and a Mizíthra cheese topping which preceded the highlight of the evening, a beautifully 
flavoured main course of Yiouvetsi; exquisitely tender, slow-cooked beef in a richly spiced 
tomato sauce served with Kritharáki (orzo pasta).

Whilst indulgence got the better of me, I still found room 
for the Galaktoboureko, a dessert of vanilla and citrus-
infused semolina ‘custard’ encased in filo pastry.  So 
generous was the portion that I confess to just having 
coffee to finish, opting for a takeaway container for the 
petit fours, the traditional Cretan Kserotígana.  I’d love to 
say how good they were, but the kids beat me to them …

With many of the ingredients sourced from Greece, it 
was an authentic menu, served in a relaxed and informal 
setting by the combined NuMee and Penelope’s Bites 
teams.  The evenings are BYO affairs, so plan on taking 
your own wines to complement the meal.  If you suffer 
allergies, let the team know in advance and they’ll aim to 
find suitable alternatives.

To find out more, visit NuMee at 5 Monument Close, Essex Street, Newbury, RG14 6QW; 
its website, https://www.numeecoffee.co.uk/; email numeecoffee@outlook.com or call on 
01635 226 280.

For more musings from the GOM in Training view the blog at gomintraining.blogspot.com 
and follow on Twitter @GOMinTraining
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A Warm Welcome awaits you at Woodlands
(Greenham Business Park situated on the A339 between Basingstoke & Newbury)

Privately owned day nursery at ground level
Biometric entry system

Our brilliant friendly management team always available

Qualified Nursery teacher

Freshly prepared home cooked food

Designated gardens for each age group

Wild life garden, pond, vegetable plots 

Different sports, Dance & Spanish

Amazing Gardening/Craft club

Discounts available to children of NHS staff & Parents who work on Greenham Business Park 
Limited number of term time only places for school teachers

Call Sarah on 01635 33626 Email: enquiries@woodlandschildcare.co.uk

www.woodlandschildcare.co.uk

Welcome to an extraordinary place 
 with extraordinary people...

01635 33626
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gArdeners delightgArdeners delight
Marion Fenn wonders about the butterflies and the bees

"Look Grandma, a collnectar" our three-year-old granddaughter announced gleefully on the 
allotments.

"Oh, where?" I asked, not knowing what my attention was being drawn to!

"Look. That bee is collecting nectar from the foxglove." 
Collnectar - maybe one day the word will make it to the 
OED to encompass pollinators collecting nectar!

This happy little experience made me think again about 
the popular topic, ‘Protecting our environment. Saving 
the planet’. Good things can start in simple ways; close 
your eyes and picture the countryside. It is nowhere near 
as colourful as it was when I was a child, but with respect 
and consideration this can be reversed. I heard recently 
of a dead hawthorn being removed and, in the disturbed 
soil, up sprung hundreds of red poppies (just like those 
that made cornfields look scarlet before the introduction 
of sprays).  It seems England's green and pleasant land is 
waiting under the surface.

Bees can fly miles but many pollinators can only travel short distances, so it is important that 
food resources and refuges are dotted around for them. Parkway, although modern, has loads 
of flowers plus a colony of wild bees in its walls. 

On the allotment we have areas set aside for native plants and insect attractants. They 
have been spectacular both to the eye and nose. Apparently, plants produce more perfume 
and pollen/nectar when pollinators are around. Experiments show plants response, when an 
artificial pollinator is used, is unlike that to bees. Now the plants have finished flowering 
they look a tangled mess to some people, but they have a purpose and provide hideaways 
for our small mammals.

You can see orchids on Greenham Common. The Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire 
Wildlife Trust website (www.bbowt.org.uk) has pictures of flowers growing on Greenham and 
Crookham Common. Once you have seen native flowers I am sure you will agree they are 
magnificent. Maybe it is time we all thought of leaving some of our garden for nature. That 
means letting the soil become poor and allowing plants to seed and die back - a simple step 
to help nature. No risk of chemical pollution! Even introduce some wildflower seeds.

In the garden, vegetables are doing well, potatoes are cropping surprisingly heavily despite 
the lack of water.  Courgettes are keeping up their usual reputation but are received 
gratefully by people not growing them. The apples are small but very few were shed at St 
Swithun's - also known as apple christening day. The school children will have some to enjoy 
when the next class starts working on their allotment plots with David and me.

If your lawn has had enough rain, rake it to remove dead grass and debris, known as thatch. 
It will also appreciate aerating. This can be done by driving in a garden fork by at least four 
inches - a good workout! Again, if there is enough moisture now is a good time to plant trees 
and shrubs. If they have been in pots, tease out the roots and make sure you dig a hole big 
enough to accommodate them without cramping. Roots are the lifeline.
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Plant out biennials such as wallflowers and Sweet Williams. Lift and divide overcrowded 
perennials that have finished flowering for the year, discarding the central weaker parts. 
Plant bulbs both for indoor and outdoor displays. Garlic is a bulb and its cloves can be 
planted now for an early crop next year. Garlic is very hardy.

Keep your winter cropping vegetables in good condition. Give them some water if it is too 
dry so they can be prepared for the winter ahead as robust plants.

This is a shortened version of Marion’s article. To read the full version, please visit: 
www.st-george-newbury.org.uk

 

B r i gh t  Spa r k s 
N u r ser y  Sch ool     

 

 East Woodhay Village Hall, Heath End, Newbury (only 4 miles) 
 

We have an excellent OFSTED report  
 

We have fully qualified teachers including specialists for 
 French, Music, Dance and Football  

 

� Language, French, Book Corner, Stories & Poetry, Drawing Table, Games 
� Number Skills, Puzzles, Construction, Sensorial Material, Nature & Science 
� Practical Life, Art & Craft, Sand & Water, Painting, Cooking, Home Corner 
� Music & Movement, Singing, Music Making, P.E., Assault Course, Drama 

 

Places are offered to children aged 2 - 5 years  
 

Head Teacher:  Mrs Cherida Daniel B.A. Hons, Mont. Dip. EYPS 
 

www.brightsparksnursery.co.uk       Telephone: 01722 716 144 07768 123139
01747 870432

Listed below are our planned social events at St George’s Church

19 October - Murder Mystery Play

8 December - Christmas Concert
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C&H Flooring
We can supply and fit:
• Carpets
• Vinyls
• Wood
• Ceramics

All Domestic and Contract work 
undertaken.

We are a local family run business with 
over 30 years experience.

Give Cathy a call on 01635 253 657 
for a free, no obligation quote.
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It’s that time of year again! Time for the St George’s Radio 

Players to perform their latest piece, 

 
 

 

Scrutinize the dastardly exploits on stage while you sit with friends 

and savour a delicious meal with a drink from the bar.  Then, 

when the drama’s over, all you have to do is exercise those little 

grey cells and work out who committed the deadly deed.  

 

Date:  Saturday 19th October 2019 

Venue: St. George’s Hall and Bar 

Time:  7.00 pm for a prompt ‘curtain up’ at 7.30 pm 

Tickets:  Must be purchased in advance 
£12.50 each - includes food 

 
 

 

For further information or to book your place 

at this exciting event, please contact  

the Church Office – 01635 41249 
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Ian Mobey
Maintenance Services

Carpentry/Joinery
Tiling
Plastering
Bricklaying
Plumbing

01635 523 819
07776 180 907

 

 

 Fun  Food  Friendship! 
 

Fair Close is a friendly place in the centre of 
Newbury for senior citizens to meet, eat  

and be entertained 
 

We provide hot, freshly cooked, nutritious lunches 5 days a week at 
the centre, or delivered to your home by our meals on wheels team 

We arrange outings and a whole host of activities so 
why not drop in to the centre and say hello? 

And our hall is available for hire, in the evenings and at weekends.   
It’s the perfect place for a party! 

 

Interested? 

Or know someone who 
might be? 

Contact us on: 
01635 40488 / 41294 

www.FairCloseCentre.org  
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Call: 07901 860352 

Email: theupvcexpert@gmail.com 

www.theupvcexpert.com 

REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENT PARTS ON 
UPVC WINDOWS, DOORS AND 

CONSERVATORIES 

*misted/ broken glass     *handles/ hinges 

               *locks/ gaskets   *adjustments 

                             * and much more 

LOCAL EXPERIANCED INSTALLER 

FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS 

COMPOSITE & UPVC DOORS 

 

 Personal professional service    
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Gönnen Sie sich das! – Beginn in Kürze – Begrenzte Plätze

•   Absolute Beginners to 
Improvers - Just Like You

•  14 week course

•  Three hours once a week, 
mornings or afternoons

•  Step-by-step guidance

•  Suitable for beginners , 
refresher and advanced

•  Meet New Friends, 
Learn New Skills

•  Develop your skills and 
create your own original 
art to enjoy forever

Beginners to Intermediates

new
Art Class
STARTS SOON!

STARTS SOON   •   LIMITED SPACES   •   CALL NOW FOR DETAILS

St Marys Church Hall, 

Newbury

01256 810 933

Bring out your inner artist
Beginners to Intermediates
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Barking Boutique 
Professional Dog Grooming 

Patient & Caring Service for all 
Breeds 

 

Clipping, Hand Stripping, Scissoring, 
De-matting, Bathing, Nail  

and Ear Care 
 

Alison Sutton 07706695773 
barkingboutique@yahoo.co.uk 

 
Windfield House, Byeways, Highclere, 

Nr Newbury, Berkshire RG20 9PA 

                   

Dressmaker &  
Soft furnisher

35 years’ experience

Bespoke sewing service for you and your home.

Curtains, blinds, cushions and  
soft furnishings.  

Made to measure and designed to 
individual requirements.

Dressmaker and seamstress for 
children and ladies.  

Formal and informal clothing – with or 
without a commercial pattern. 

Everything made to individual 
requirements and designs.

07759798022  
bridgetlaxton@yahoo.co.uk

01635 600 268 | 0118 971 4288
www.morrisentreesurgery.co.uk
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West Berks’ mobile library visits the Wash Common Community Centre car park 

on the following dates and times:

Tuesdays
10 September 
Jane’s House Montessori Pre- school  9.45am to 10.15am
Wash Common Community Centre 10.15am to 10.45am
Friday
2.00pm to 4.30pm
20 September

Volunteer Car Drivers Needed in Newbury 
The Volunteer Centre has been providing a service to older, less mobile residents in 
Newbury since 1974.

Volunteers using their own cars or ours 
take people to appointments of all kinds 
such as the doctors, hospitals, eye clinics 
and so forth. Our drivers really love the 
voluntary role and helping out in our 
community in this way not only fulfils a 
real local need it’s also very rewarding 
to do. 

There isn’t a specific time commitment 
that volunteer drivers have to make, they 
indicate when they would most likely 
be free and we call them in advance. 
Most journeys are local, and drivers are 
normally home again in a couple of hours.

So, if you are interested to find our more and what it all entails please call Garry Poulson 
for a chat, we really do need extra drivers.   

Call and ask for Garry Poulson on 01635 49004 or email info@vcwb.org.uk  and we will be 
in touch.

Mobile Library

Saturday 28th September
and Sunday 29th September

10:00 am - 2:30 pm

Pyle Hill, Newbury RG14 7SW
Whatever your age or ability, you are welcome to come along to our club at the
top of Pyle Hill, Newbury on Saturday or Sunday and try your hand at indoor
bowling for FREE. WBIBC is the premier indoor bowls club in West Berkshire
with over 450 members, six superb air conditioned rinks, an active social side,
club bar prices and free parking.

Bowls isn't just for the retired! It is a game of skill played by men, women and
children of all ages and ability. Indeed, many of the national squad are in their
twenties and thirties.

Ideal way to make new friends whilst
staying active and healthy
The rules are simple and easily picked up,
the level of skill is up to you!
Play with like-minded bowlers from as
little as £1.80 per hour 
Facilities for the less abled including
wheelchairs, ramps, aids etc

We also hold regular Saturday morning coaching sessions.
For details, call Graham: 01635 42881. Angela: 01635 32053 / 07729 183373.

Or visit our website on www.wbibc.co.uk

Come on your own, with a friend or the family (min. age 9 yrs) and have 
a go with nothing to pay! Our friendly coaches will take you through the 
basics of the game. Equipment provided, just bring flat soled shoes.

See you there!
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Saturday 28th September
and Sunday 29th September

10:00 am - 2:30 pm

Pyle Hill, Newbury RG14 7SW
Whatever your age or ability, you are welcome to come along to our club at the
top of Pyle Hill, Newbury on Saturday or Sunday and try your hand at indoor
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with over 450 members, six superb air conditioned rinks, an active social side,
club bar prices and free parking.

Bowls isn't just for the retired! It is a game of skill played by men, women and
children of all ages and ability. Indeed, many of the national squad are in their
twenties and thirties.

Ideal way to make new friends whilst
staying active and healthy
The rules are simple and easily picked up,
the level of skill is up to you!
Play with like-minded bowlers from as
little as £1.80 per hour 
Facilities for the less abled including
wheelchairs, ramps, aids etc

We also hold regular Saturday morning coaching sessions.
For details, call Graham: 01635 42881. Angela: 01635 32053 / 07729 183373.

Or visit our website on www.wbibc.co.uk

Come on your own, with a friend or the family (min. age 9 yrs) and have 
a go with nothing to pay! Our friendly coaches will take you through the 
basics of the game. Equipment provided, just bring flat soled shoes.

See you there!
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Yoga Classes
 ** Seated Chair/Standing Practice**

Suitable For All Abilites

VENUE
Large Meeting Room, 
St George’s, RG14 6NU

DAY & TIME
Every Monday 

11.45am-12.45pm, 6:45pm - 7:45pm

Please contact Jenny White
Mobile:  07732 830884

jennywhitewellbeing@yahoo.com
http://jennywhitewellbeing.org

My classes are a gentle mix of Hatha and Kundalini Yoga 
and whilst connecting movement, posture and breath, we 
focus on stretching, strengthening and improved 
mobility. Encouraging quietness of mind and 
self-awareness with meditation, all bene�cial for our 

health and wellbeing.

The Montessori School House Kintbury 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fun and outdoor learning since 2009.  
Why not discover and explore it for yourselves! 

Contact Rhian.rees@hotmail.com or 01488 208652  

 ARBOCARE 
TREE SURGERY LTD 

Qualified and Experienced Arborists 

• Established over 25 years 

• Contractors to the National 
Trust 

• Crown reductions  

• Thinning 

• Felling  

• Hedge Trimming 

• Stump Grinding 

• Decay Detection & Tree Reports 

Free phone: 0808 1555815 

Mobile: 07778811136 

www.arbocare.co.uk 
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swimming classes for bumps, 

babies and beyond

www.swimkidz.co.uk

Find a class near you...

Caroline Bairstow

E: havefun@swimkidz.co.uk

T: 0750 005 6623

www.facebook.com/SwimkidzBerksHantsWilts 

FREE 
TASTER
sessions

available

Classes for all ages from 7yrs upwards, 
study Acting, Speech and Drama,
Improvisation, Mime etc. working 

towards exams
 and shows for friends and family.

I will also be starting daytime 
classes for adults, 

as well as coaching students for 
Drama School

 and 
National Youth Theatre Auditions

For further Information please 
contact Lisa on

Mobile 07774 643254

lisa.harrington2@btinternet.com
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Events Diary
This is a free page to publicise your local events and information.  
Copy deadline is 13 September for the October edition edition.  

Please e-mail: magazine@st-george-newbury.org.uk
Newbury Blues 1st XV

Saturday, 7 September Camborne Away
Saturday, 14 September Drybrook Home 
Saturday, 21 September  Exeter University Away
Saturday, 28 September Exmouth Home

Restorative Meditation with Rest Relax 
Recharge
Restorative Meditation from 6.45pm followed by 
refreshments until 8.30pm: Sunday 8 September, 
New Era Theatre, Wash Common. Advanced 
booking essential Gillian Ward 07840 620731 
gillian@mindful-medicine.co.uk or www.mindful-
medicine.co.uk/book-online

West Berks Indoor Bowls Club 
Saturday 28 September and Sunday 29 September 
from 10.00am - 2.30 pm. Fancy indoor bowls? 
FREE Taster Session at West Berks Indoor 
Bowls Club, Pyle Hill, Newbury RG14 7SW. Open 
Weekend - All ages and abilities welcome from age 
9 years. Visit www.wbibc.co.uk or call Angela on 
07729 183373.

National Trust  
Monday, 9 September at 7.30pm in St George’s 
Church, Andover Road, Wash Common. Carl 
Portman’s illustrated talk on Spiders and the 
Rain Forest. Carl Portman is semi-retired, having 
worked at the MOD for 30 years.  He now coaches 
chess, lectures on rainforests and arachnids and 
does some photography when he can. This talk 
will introduce us to the rainforest’s spiders and its 
animals and plants. Carl will also be bringing along 
a live specimen for us to meet. Non-members and 
friends are welcome to come along: entrance £3. 
Free parking.

Berkshire Family History Society
Wednesday, 11 September from 7.30 to 9.30 pm at 
Shaw Church Hall, RG14 2DR. Is your ancestor a 
railway policeman? Steve Beamon is a committee 
member of the British Transport Police History 
Group, which aims to preserve the historical 
records and artefacts of the British Transport Police 
and all its constituent forces, wherever railway and 
dock police forces were operational.
All welcome. Free parking. Refreshments. Good 
company. Non-members are invited to make a £3 
donation towards costs. Enquiries to newbury@
berksfhs.org.uk or see www.berksfhs.org.uk

Sandham Memorial Chapel
Wednesday, 4 September from 10.15-10.50am. 
Chapel Service - join us for one of our monthly 
chapel services, led this month by a guest rector. 
Entry is free, donations are welcomed.

Monday, 9 September at 11.00am. Chapel Talk - 
listen to the story behind one of the most important 
20th century artists - Sir Stanley Spencer and how 
his dream of a ‘Holy Box’ came to fruition. Tickets 
£8, call 0344 249 1895.

Saturday and Sunday, 14 and 15 September from 
11.00am - 4. 00pm. Heritage Open Weekend: 
Sandham Memorial Chapel – Drawing out the 
Detail. An extraordinarily special opportunity to see 
beyond Stanley Spencer’s paintings and view some 
of his rarely seen sketches. With lots of hands-on 
activities for young and old and a pop-up vintage 
tearoom, this is sure to be a special experience. 
Entry to the chapel will be free to all visitors. 

Further details available on 01635 278394 or 
Sandham@nationaltrust.org.uk

Woolton Hill and District Gardeners’ Club
All indoor meetings are held in St Thomas’s Church 
Hall in Woolton Hill RG20 9XQ 
on the 4th Thursday of the month. For further 
information contact Jane Skyrme 01635 254151

Newbury Pub Walks 
For self-guided walks of 3 - 5 miles from pubs near 
Newbury, go to:

http://newburypubwalks.org.uk/

West Berkshire Heritage
Details of all the forthcoming events at Shaw 
House, West Berkshire Museum and other local 
heritage events can be found at the new website:
www.westberkshireheritage.org
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keeping you 
healthy for life … 
 
 

 
 
8 Falkland Road, Newbury, 
Berkshire, RG14 6NY 

01635 580200 
www.nhcnewbury.co.uk 

  

Acupuncture                           
Alexander Technique        
Art Psychotherapy       
Beauty Therapy                  
Bowen Technique      
Clinical Massage              
Cranial Osteopathy        
Deep Tissue Massage 
Homeopathy        
Manual Lymphatic Drainage   
McTimoney Chiropractic 
Naturopathy         
Osteopathy      
Physiotherapy                 
Reflexology                   
Sports Therapy             

 

Hatha Yoga for living well
St John’s Church, Bartholomew Street, RG14 7PY 

7-8.15 pm
Fun & friendly classes to help care for body & mind 

Accessible moves to support mobility, stamina & balance

Contact Joanna Edge 07970 166675
hello@RealMeYoga.co.uk
www.RealMeYoga.co.uk

.  .  .  .  .  .  

www.jurassicbarkdogs.co.uk

Dog Walking
in Newbury, canine first aid trained, 

insured, CRB checked,  
crated vehicles with air conditioning & 

regular dogosaur events

Please contact Sophie for details on:

sophie@jurassicbarkdogs.co.uk
or 

078 0990 8659
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Live Well 
in Our Care 
BOOK A VISIT AT PORTHAVEN.CO.UK 
OR CALL 0808 168 6040 
NURSING  •  RESIDENTIAL  •  DEMENTIA  •  RESPITE

Falkland Grange Care Home

Monks Lane, Newbury RG14 7RW

SHOW
SUITES
NOW
OPEN!
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Lorraine Bowden
Tutor

Successful retired teacher offers 
tuition:

For Ages 7 to 11:

Maths and English

GCSE:
Maths including higher tier

Contact:
Tel: 01635 47590 or 07802 583116

E-mail: lbowden146@btinternet.com

Newbury Lock & 
Security Services 

 
Proprietors:  Gerald & Pat Lilleystone 

 
Reliable and helpful local service 

for all your security needs 

 

Tel/Fax: (01635) 34830 
 

www.newburylocks.com 
email: glilleystone@newburylocks.com 

 

PAU L T I LLEN  

C AR PEN T ER  
All aspects of Carpentry 

and 
H ome Maintenance 

Undertaken 

T elephone: 01635  528426 
 07974  645607 
 
 

Live Well 
in Our Care 
BOOK A VISIT AT PORTHAVEN.CO.UK 
OR CALL 0808 168 6040 
NURSING  •  RESIDENTIAL  •  DEMENTIA  •  RESPITE

Falkland Grange Care Home

Monks Lane, Newbury RG14 7RW

SHOW
SUITES
NOW
OPEN!
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Clarendon House 44 London Road 
Newbury Berkshire RG14 1LA 

Your local independent  
Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons 
We are proud to provide a quality service with an exceptionally 

high standard of care. We are totally dedicated to providing 
families with personal attention and freedom of choice. 

Peter Cox  has nearly 40 years’ 
experience caring for families and looking 
after their needs during the difficult time 

of arranging a funeral, choosing a 
prepaid funeral plan and designing 

memorials for a lasting tribute 
 

Available 24 hours a day 7 days a week for 
free & impartial advice, without 

obligation… 

Tel: 01635 43355 
Email: peter@wbfd.co.uk 

Web: www.wbfd.co.uk 
We remember the little things… 
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The St George’s Centre is on the Andover Road, next to St George’s Church and provides facilities for many 
organisations serving Wash Common. Below is a list of groups and organisations using the Centre on a regular basis.

Organisation Contact name Contact number Meeting times

Alcoholics Anonymous 0800 9177 650 Wed: 6.30 – 7.30pm
Fri: 7.00 - 8.15pm

Ballroom Dancing Sally Ann Poole 01635 41798 Wed: 7.30 – 8.30pm

Brownies Lynne Patel 07870 755185 Thurs: 6.15 – 7.45pm

Busy Kids Amy Willis 07795 633443 Daily: 3.00 – 6.00pm
Breakfast: 8.00 – 9.00pm
also, Holiday Clubs

Church Choir Clive Grant 01635 41249 Friday: 6.45 – 8.30pm

Falkland WI Mrs D Haines 01635 42953 2nd Tuesday: 8 – 9.30pm

Fitness League Susan King 01264 772872 Wed: 10.15 – 11.45am

Guides Lynne Patel 07870 755185 Mon: 6.15 – 7.45pm

Healing 2nd Tues: 8.00 – 10.00pm

Kumon Maths Steve Taylor 07793 663038 Mon: 3.15 – 5.15pm
Thurs: 3.15 – 5.15pm

Lace Group Kay Coventry 01635 580629 Wed: 12.30 – 2.30pm

Jenny White Wellbeing Jenny White 07732 830884 Mon: 11.45 - 12.45pm
Mon: 6.45 - 7.45pm

Market Square Quilters Geraldine Priest 01635 253271 5 Saturdays per year

Lotte Berk Method Jenifer Klepfer 07881 296623 Sat: 9.00 - 10.00am

Mothers’ Union Val Bolan 01635 582362 1st Tues: 12.15 -3.30pm
2nd Wed: 10.00-10.45am

Newbury National Trust Keith Spires 01635 30457 5 Tuesdays per year
Lecture Meetings in Church 2nd 
Monday Jan to May then Sept 
to Dec

Newbury U3A Bridge Mrs Angela Spellman 01635 253874 Tues: 2.00 - 4.30pm  
Fri: 2.30 - 4.30pm

Pilates Class Angela Duff 07769 580709 Mon:  9.30 - 10.30
          10.30 - 11.30
Tues:  9.30 - 10.30
           10.30 - 11.30

Perform Gemma Payne 07825 916496 Sat: 9.00am - 1.00pm

Complete Yoga Alison Strawford 07801 988086
complete-yoga-
newbury@outlook.
com

Wed: 8.00 – 9.30pm

Retirement Fellowship Maria Pratico 01635 44827 3rd Tues: 2.30 – 4.00pm

St George’s 
Pre-School

Treasurer 07887 900348 Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri: 
9.00 –2.45pm

Soroptimists Janet Wycherley 01635 580115 1st/3rd Thurs 7.30 – 10.00pm

Tiddlers and Toddlers Caroline Clugston 01635 253442 Mon: 12.45 – 3.00pm

To hire the Centre facilities on a regular or casual basis, please contact Centre Booking on 01635 41249.

St George’s Centre
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St George’s Church

Services

Young Peoples’ Groups
Sundays  11.00 – 11.45am Sunday Club  (5-11 years)
Sundays  7.00pm  Justacross   (13-18 years)

St George’s prayer intentions
As part of our daily worship at St George’s, we pray for a particular area of the parish each week. A monthly list of 
prayer intentions, including the roads being prayed for, is available from the church. If you have a specific concern or 
a person you would like us to pray for, or if you would like a visit from someone in the Church, please call The Revd. 
Terry Winrow on 01635 41249.

Contact for the Emergency Prayer Chain:
Elizabeth Pook (01635 47923) or Chris Hill (01635 841949).

Contact for the Prayer and Healing Team:
Dave Hill (01635 841949) or email d.hill11@ntlworld.com

Sacrament of Reconciliation  contact The Reverend Becky Bevan
(confession and forgiveness)

Weekdays

Tuesday 7.30pm Holy Communion
Wednesday 9.30am Holy Communion
Thursday 2.00pm Holy Communion
 7.20pm Contemplative Prayer
Friday 12 noon Prayers for Peace and  
   Reconciliation

Sunday

8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Parish Communion
  
Children’s groups meet during the service:  
 Star Club   3-5 years 
 Sunday Club  5-11 years
  
All Age Communion is on the first Sunday of the month
  
Tea and coffee are served in the hall after the 9:30 service

 Parish Priest - The Revd Becky Bevan
  Tel: 01635 524994
  Email: bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk

 Associate Priest - The Revd Terry Winrow  
  Tel: 01635 45380
  Email: terry.winrow@st-george-newbury.org 
 
 Parish Administrator - Margaret Ford
  Tel: 01635 41249  
  (Answer machine at other times)
  Email: office@st-george-newbury.org
  Open: Mon, Wed, Thurs  9:30 - 13:15
   Fri  9:30 - 12:15

Churchwardens -  Simon Pook (01635 30599)
   Rita Gardner 
Email: churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org

 
St George’s Centre Bookings (01635 41249)
 Email: centre.bookings@ st-george-newbury.org

Contacts
St George The Martyr, Andover Road
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Local Churches: 
St John the Evangelist Church 
St John’s Road, Newbury
Associate Priest - vacant
Contact: David Oates, Churchwarden 01635 43380 
Email: churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk
Website: www.stjohnnewbury.org.uk

St. Francis de Sales (R.C), Warren Road  01635 40332

Glendale (meets on Sundays at St Bartholomew’s School  
@ 10.30am and at the Wash Common Community Centre  
@ 6.30pm)   01635 524730

Local Councillors for Wash Common:
Newbury town Council (Wash Common ward):
Chris Foster (c.w.foster@outlook.com) 07779 302347
Roger Hunneman (roger.hunneman@googlemail.com)
 07818 422285   
David Marsh (DavidMarsh1@westberks.gov.uk)
 07775 703582 
Gary Norman (gan1957@aol.com) 07801 046115
Sarah Slack (sarahfoot57@icloud.com) 07970 790808
Tony Vickers (tony.vickers1@westberks.gov.uk)
 07413 480080   

West Berkshire Council (Wash Common ward):
Adrian Abbs (adrian.abbs1@westberks.gov.uk)
 07768 998370
David Marsh (DavidMarsh1@westberks.gov.uk)
 07775 703582
Tony Vickers (tony.vickers1@westberks.gov.uk)
 07413 480080   

Medical:
NHS call: 111 or visit 111.nhs.uk
Falkland Surgery (inc. appointments) 01635 279972
Wash Common Pharmacy    01635 35033
West Berkshire Community Hospital 01635 273 300
Royal Berkshire Hospital 0118 322 5111
Basingstoke and North Hampshire Hospital 01256 473202

Police:
Police Crime in Progress     999
Neighbourhood Policing Team (non-emergency)  101
Crimestoppers (caller can remain anonymous)  0800 555 111
Neighbourhood Watch (Angela Money, Chair)  01635 40866

Other:
Samaritans 116 123
Cruse Bereavement Care, West Berkshire 01635 523573
Mothers’ Union, St George’s Branch (Val Bolan)
 01635582362
New Era Players  07919 916009
Citizens Advice West Berkshire:
 Advice line  0300 2225941
 Appointments  01635 516605
West Berkshire District Council 01635 55 1111 
 Emergency out of hours 01344 786 543

West Berk Foodbank
 Information for Donors/General: 
 info@westberks.foodbank.org.uk,   07955 626621
 Emergency Food for those in Crisis  01635 760560 
 www.westberks.foodbank.org.uk
Newbury Volunteer Car Scheme 01635 49004
Newbury Shopmobility scooter and
 wheelchair loan 01635 523854
Newbury Handybus 01635 37111

Utilities:
Gas Leak / Smell of Gas Reporting 0800 111999
Electricity - Power cut reporting  08000 727282
Water Leak Reporting 0800 714614

Schools:
Falkland Primary 01635 44949
John Rankin Junior 01635 42859
John Rankin Infants 01635 42376
Park House 01635 573911
St Bartholomew’s 01635 521255

Youth Organisations in Wash Common:
St George’s Pre-School 07887 900348
Busy Kids After School Club 07795 633443
Pumpkins Pre School 07766 888337
Girlguiding (Irene Hanbury) 01635 820765
Tiddlers and Toddlers 07887 725107
Scouting (Rob Daniels)   gsl.washcommon@outlook.com 

Useful Numbers
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If you live within the St George’s parish area and would like The Wash 
Commoner delivered to your home each month for free, please complete 
and return the following details:

Name:  ........................................................................................

Address:  ........................................................................................

Postcode: .................................

Signed:  ............................................   Date:  ......................

Email to: magazine@st-george-newbury.org.uk

Post to: The Wash Commoner, St George’s Church, Andover Road, Wash Common 

RG14 6NU.

By giving us your details on this form you consent for them being held on a 

secure database which will be used only for the Wash Commoner delivery.

The Wash Commoner can also be collected from the lobby of St George’s Church, 

or from many local shops and organisations, including Budgens.

If you live outside St George’s parish, The Wash Commoner can be posted to you for 

£8.00 per annum (to cover postage costs):

I enclose a payment of £ _________   (cheques payable to: St George’s Church)

Delivery request
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HEATING ENGINEERS & PLUMBERS 
Outstanding personal, local service 

 
G a s &  O il C e ntra l He a ting  

Bre a kd ow ns. Se rvic ing . Insta lla tions 
A ll p lumb ing  

 
Gas Safe reg. 18667. Oftec reg. C7891. 

Members Inst Heating and Plumbing 
 

Fed up with getting the run-around? 
Tel: 01635 863336.  We always answer your calls 



WASH COMMON 
GARDEN & CRAFTS 

SHOW 2019
affiliated to 

The Royal Horticultural 
Society 

SATURDAY 
14TH SEPTEMBER 

at 2pm 
Teas, Raffle and 

a display of 
crafts

  
WASH COMMON 

COMMUNITY CENTRE 
GLENDALE AVENUE 
WWW.WASHCOMMONSHOW.WORDPRESS.COM


