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CHIMNEY SWEEP

A PROFESSIONAL CHIMNEY SWEEP SERVICE
CLEAN RELIABLE BRUSH AND VACUUM
FULLY INSURED MANY YEARS EXPERIENCE

AGA’S
RAYBURNS
JETMASTERS
ALL OPEN FIRES
WOODBURNERS
NEST REMOVALS
OIL FIRED BOILERS
SWEEPING CERTIFICATES ISSUED
CAPS AND COWLS SUPPLIED AND FITTED

CALL DARREN
01635 569195/07900398678
areasweep@btinternet.com

Bridget Laxton Tutor B. Ed
where Learning is fun

I am a teacher with 23 years
teaching experience across the
primary ages. I tutor children up
to Year 6.
Tutoring sessions are fun and
tailored to individual needs. Talk
to me about what your child
needs.
Spaces available.
Please call 07759 798 022 or
e-mail bridgetlaxton@yahoo.co.uk
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A traditional folk tale retold for harvest
Long ago and far away there was a man travelling across a
desert on a horse. Hungry and thirsty he came at last to a small
village and asked the villagers if he could have something to
eat and drink. They all gave the same answer – the harvest
had been poor, there was no food.
‘There is hardly enough food for my family,’ said one. ‘What
little we have is needed for our children,’ said another.
‘Winter is coming and we do not know how we will survive,’
said another.
Completely discouraged and very hungry the man sat down
under a tree in the village square. ‘Poor people,’ he thought,
‘in a few weeks they will be as hungry as I am’. He sat quietly
praying that God would help him. Suddenly inspiration came.
He searched around, found a large stone, and called the
villagers to him. ‘Your worries are over,’ he announced in a
loud voice, ‘I have in my hand a special stone that will help
you to survive the long winter. This stone has special powers.
With it you can make stone soup.’
‘Stone soup?’ an old man muttered. ‘I have never heard of
stone soup.’
‘The wonder of stone soup,’ the stranger continued, ‘is that it
not only feeds hungry people, it also brings people together.
Now, who has the largest empty pot?’
Quickly a huge iron pot was found and delivered to the
stranger in a wheelbarrow. ‘The pot is barely large enough,
but it will do,’ the stranger said. ‘Now we must fill the pot
with water and start a fire.’
Eager hands carried buckets of water and firewood. Soon the
pot was placed over a roaring fire. As the water began to boil
the stranger dramatically raised the magic stone above his
head, and then he gently placed it in the pot.
‘Stone soup needs salt and pepper,’ the stranger announced.
Two children ran to find salt and pepper. After the water had
boiled for a few minutes the stranger sipped the brew. ‘This
stone makes an excellent soup, but it would be better if we
had a few carrots.’
‘We have a few carrots that we're willing to share,’ a farmer
replied. Immediately his daughter ran home and returned
with an apron full of carrots.
‘It’s a shame the harvest was so bad,’ said the stranger. ‘Stone
soup is always much tastier when we add a cabbage or two.’
The Wash Commoner October 2019
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‘I think I know where to find a cabbage,’ a young mother shouted as she dashed towards her
home. When she returned she was carrying three large cabbages.
The stranger was busy slicing carrots and cabbages with his hunting knife. ‘The last time I
made stone soup was at the castle of a rich man. He added a few potatoes and a bit of beef.’
Several people talked quietly, ‘A bit of beef and we can eat like rich people,’ they whispered.
They went home and soon returned not only with beef and potatoes, but some brought milk,
onions and barley too.
By the time the soup was ready it was almost dark. It was the most delicious soup that
they had ever smelled and to think, it all came from the magic stone. The stranger finally
declared that it was done and invited everyone to have as much as they could eat.
After everyone had eaten all they could, they began to sing and dance - and they continued
until the early hours of the morning. Never had the village had such a wonderful party.
The next morning everyone gathered to say goodbye to the stranger. As he mounted his horse
a small child called out, ‘Don’t forget your magic stone!’
The stranger smiled. ‘I am going to leave the stone with you as a gift of gratitude for your
hospitality,’ he said. ‘Remember, as long as you make stone soup, you will never have to
worry about being hungry.’
Jesus said,
‘Freely you have received,
freely give.’
Matthew 10.8
Harvest Festival is a wonderful opportunity to give thanks for all that we have and to be
inspired to live more generously. I warmly invite you to join the celebrations on Sunday 6th
October at 9.30am at St George’s Church for a service of Family Communion led by children
and young people.
Our harvest donations will go to the West Berks Foodbank. Please see page 5 for details of
the items most urgently needed.
You can leave offerings in the marked box in the lobby at St George’s, or bring them to the
service.
With every blessing,
Revd Becky Bevan
Vicar

Published by: Parish Church of St George the Martyr, Wash Common, Newbury, www.st-george-newbury.org.uk
Copy deadline for the November issue is Friday, 11 October 2019.
Editors: Alex Brown & Morgan O’Kennedy, magazine@st-george-newbury.org.uk or 01635 569 775
Advertising: E-mail all enquiries to magazine@st-george-newbury.org.uk
Cover: ‘Kennet and Avon canal’ by Alex Brown
All views expressed in The Wash Commoner are the views of the author of the relevant article and not of St George’s
Church. The placement of any advert should not imply a recommendation by St George’s Church.
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Dressmaker &
Soft furnisher
35 years’ experience

Needed urgently:
tinned custard
carton custard
jam
sponge pudding

Low stock:
soup
long life fruit juice
tinned meat

The Foodbank relies on donations of
food and there are collection points at
most of the local supermarkets, as
well as in the lobby of St George’s
Church.

Bespoke sewing service for you and your home.

Curtains, blinds, cushions and
soft furnishings.
Made to measure and designed to
individual requirements.
Dressmaker and seamstress for
children and ladies.
Formal and informal clothing – with or
without a commercial pattern.
Everything made to individual
requirements and designs.
07759798022
bridgetlaxton@yahoo.co.uk

Ranger

Family First

HOME

CARE

Live-in care
We are a family-run business providing premium live-in care for
your loved ones, enabling them to remain in their own homes.
We provide care for the elderly and young, long and short term,
incl: palliative, dementia and physical disability.
Always happy to chat
Please call Natalie or Taryke

01252 850 040
www.rangerhomecare.com
info@rangerhomecare.com
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Falkland Cricket Club
John Bolan sums up another successful year for our local club
The outdoor cricket season has come to an end for another
year and it always has a sense of sadness as it also signals
the end of Summer. Being cricket, when looking back over
the year, it is always the statistics that leap to mind – 152
games in 18 weeks, played across boys, girls, women, men, All
Stars (5 to 8 year olds), Old Stars (post 65s), and those with
disabilities. However, Falkland CC is much more about the
people who ‘make it happen’, and so I start with a big thank
you, to all of the 60 or more volunteers who make this Club
and the Charity that runs it work so well.
It is a tribute to them that the Club has been short listed by the English Cricket Board (ECB)
for a national award, as ‘the club with the most diverse offer’ to its community. Whether
Falkland wins or not, the recognition of its place in the Wash Common community is the best
reward of all.
Off the field, the new building incorporating the new pavilion, community rooms and The
Bowlers Arms is progressing well. This photograph, taken in September, shows we are nearly
ready to put the roof on, and the intention is to have a weather-proofed building by October.
Completion of the building is scheduled for 19 December 2019, with an opening of the new
Bowlers Arms in early February. The new pavilion and community rooms will be opened in
time for the new 2020 season. The new building is costing £1.1m and we are still £50,000
short of that target. The Trust is very grateful to the many individuals, sponsors and grant aid
organisations, such as the ECB and Greenham Common Trust and others for their continuing
support.
We currently have a
£50,000 Buy a Brick
campaign
running
on
www.crowdfunder.co.uk/
falkland-new-pavilion
should you wish to help.
We also have other ways
to help the Charity raise
the remaining funds. If you
think you can help in any
way, or just want to get
involved, please contact
the Chair, John Bolan, at
johnbolan@btinternet.com
or on 07770 847446.
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New Associate Vicar at St John’s Church, Newbury
The Benefice of St George’s and St John’s is delighted that
Revd Gary Collins will be joining the Benefice this autumn as
Associate Vicar with special responsibility for St John’s. Gary,
who is a graphic designer and arts development worker by
background, is currently at St John’s & St Stephen’s Reading
where he completed his curacy and helped lead the parish
during an interregnum. Gary is married to Rachel, an NHS
Counsellor, and they have five children.
Please pray for Gary and his family, and for our Benefice as we
look forward to this new chapter opening.
Gary will be licensed to the Benefice at a service on Monday,
7 October at 7.30pm at St John’s Church Newbury. All are
warmly invited to attend.

The Wash Commoner October 2019
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Stuck up your family tree?

Penny Stokes offers advice and help for budding genealogists
Researching your family history is easy now: it’s all online, isn’t it?
Yet many people trying to compile a family
tree run quickly into a brick wall. Ancestors
who should be there in the records simply
aren’t. Most of us have one or two awkward
customers in our lineage, the ones who
used several different names, or who had
something to hide, or who simply fell victim
to inaccurate record-keeping.
Berkshire Family History Society exists to help out in these situations, no matter where your
ancestors came from (or went). Volunteers from the society’s Newbury Branch regularly
hold advice sessions in local libraries to help would-be genealogists. The libraries offer free
access to Ancestry and the British Newspaper Archive, both useful services for tracing family
online, saving personal expense.
To book a free one-to-one help session with a society member, accessing library online
subscriptions, contact one of the following libraries:
Newbury 01635 519900
Thatcham 01635 866049
Hungerford 01488 682660
For further information on Berkshire Family History Society see
www.berksfhs.org.uk or email newbury@berksfhs.org.uk.

British Sugarcraft Guild Cygnets Group
A group for children aged 9 – 15 years,
meets every second Saturday of the of
the month from 9.30am – 11.30am at
St John’s Church, Newbury.
The Newbury BSG (Cygnet Group), run by volunteers, teaches a variety of icing
techniques, which has culminated in award winners at national competitions in the
past. Entry is £6 which includes all materials.
The next sessions are making a Halloween Crooked House (October) and Olaf and
Winter Scene (November).
Further details are available at www.newburybsg.co.uk or contact Louise on 01635
34920 or 078255 44111.
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Volunteering opportunity!
Have you heard about the West Berkshire Therapy Centre? You haven’t? It’s the (non-Lycra)
therapy gym, based in the Frank Hutchins Hall in Thatcham, for people of all ages who have
temporary or permanent limitations to their mobility. Individuals, who self-refer, follow a
programme of exercise set out by a qualified physiotherapist. The exercises are carried out
on a variety of machines which are set to provide resistance and/or movement for the whole
body.
Participants manage their own programmes and attendance, but a small group of reasonably
able-bodied volunteers is needed every day to assist and encourage where necessary.
The Centre is a charity. There are a
few paid staff, but it relies heavily on
volunteers to assist on the floor. It is open
six days a week, and is a happy, cheerful
and positive place to be.
If the notion of helping people with a wide
range of mobility issues appeals to you,
please ring the Centre on 01635 864561
and speak to Margaret. Hours can be
arranged to suit your other commitments,
but you will generally be asked to commit
to three to four hours on either morning
or afternoon (9.30am to 3.30pm) any day
between Monday and Saturday or Monday
and Wednesday early evenings.
Do have a look at their website
www.westberkshiretherapycentre.org.uk

Wash Commo
Common
on Scarecrow H
Hunt 2019
M
Monday
onday 28th Oct –Sunday 3rd Nov

Aw
walkable
alkable trail
trail leading
leading tthrough
hrough Wash
Wash Common
Common on
on the
the
hu
nt for
for bo
ok character
character tthemed
hemed scarecrows
scarecrow s
hunt
book
Maps are bought
Maps
bought from McColls
McColls new
newsagent
sagent for £
£2
2 for
Maps
completed
Ma
ps com
pleted and returned
returne
u
d are entered
entered into
into a draw
draw to
to win
win tickets
ticket
to Falkland
Falkland firework
firework display.
display.

The Wash Commoner October 2019

9

Nordic Spice Cake
This recipe appears to contain a near industrial quantity of spices, but it is deliciously
aromatic and has a lovely texture.
Cardamom usually comes in the form of pods which are a pain to slit open and grind the
individual seeds, but the ground spice is often available from farm shops and delis, and of
course online.
Peter Knott

Ingredients

Method

•

1.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

250g unsalted butter,
softened to room
temperature
250g light muscovado
sugar
3 tsp vanilla extract
4 large eggs
2 tsp baking powder
1½ tsp ground cinnamon
1½ tsp ground cloves
3 tsp ground cardamom
1½ tsp ground ginger
300g plain flour

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Put the butter and sugar in a large mixing bowl.
Cream with a wooden spoon or handheld electric
whisk until pale and fluffy. Stir in the vanilla essence.
Lightly beat the eggs in a separate bowl.
In another bowl sift the baking powder, spices and
flour together.
Preheat oven to 180°C/gas 4.
Add portions of the flour mixture, alternating with
portions of egg, to the butter/sugar mix, beating well
to avoid any risk of curdling.
Spoon the mixture into a prepared 18cm dia loose
bottom tin, and level the top with the back of the
spoon.
Bake for 90-110 minutes, until the top is uniformly
golden brown, firm to the touch and a skewer
inserted in the centre of the cake comes out clean.
Leave until cold and remove from the tin. This cake
is suitable for freezing.

If anyone has any recipes that are sure fire winners for your friends or family, please share
them by emailing them to magazine@st-george-newbury.org.uk.
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Esseborne Manor
hotel & restaurant
Weekday lunch with a glass
of wine & canapes £23
Sunday buffet lunch £28
Afternoon Tea £17
Dinner from £35
7course tasting dinner £55
Monthly Ladies Lunch £30
Hurstbourne Tarrant
Near Newbury
SP11 0ER

To book call 01264 736 444

THE BOWEN TECHNIQUE

Mike
Overend

Holistic Therapies

Contact:
Mike Overend
07881 527947
mike@moht.co.uk
www.moht.co.uk

A gentle therapy, which can be given through clothing, is
suitable for all ages, and has been observed to help with:
• Acute and chronic back pain
• sciatica
• frozen shoulder and tennis elbow
• whiplash and neck restrictions
• headaches and sinus problems
• chronic fatigue
• stress and tension
• asthma and hay fever
Other therapies:
Bowen for Children, Cranio Bowen, Exercise and Rehabilitation,
Reiki, Angelic Reiki

Contact Mike Overend on 07881 527947 or
mike@moht.co.uk or www.moht.co.uk
MIKE OVEREND HOLISTIC THERAPIES

First treatment £25 with this advert
The Wash Commoner October 2019
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This month, we chat to Jenny Kirby, founder of Thatcham Refillable
A year ago, Jenny’s husband, Tom, came home from a workshop
at The Mix Community Centre in Wantage where he’d seen lots of
people coming in with bottles and jars and having them filled with
household products. He thought it would be good to have a go at
introducing something similar in the Newbury and Thatcham area,
and so Thatcham Refillable was born.
The business is run by Jenny, with lots of support from Tom, from
their utility room, as well as various pop-ups at local events.
They sell refillable household liquids which are ethical, vegan and
biodegradable. They are supplied from 20L drums which are returned
to the supplier to be refilled, continuing the circular economy.
Products include laundry liquid (bio and non-bio), fabric conditioner, toilet
cleaner, soap, various cleaners, shampoo and conditioner. Their most
popular item is the ginger washing up liquid, which smells lovely and
washes really well.
Products are cheaper or comparable to Ecover and other leading brands,
and although they can’t compete with Aldi, Jenny hopes that their
sustainable credentials help to make up for any slight increase in weekly
shopping costs.
They also stock dish brushes, beeswax wraps, bar soap,
dishwasher tablets and UK manufactured recycled toilet
roll.
Opening hours are flexible to fit around their family,
normally 3 times a week, at 60 Northfield Road,
Thatcham RG18 3ES. Details can be found online at
www.thatchamrefillable.co.uk, on Facebook or by phone
on 07876 350137.
It’s helpful if you bring your empty cleaning bottles but they always have spare donated bottles,
and they love having little helpers coming too!
We asked Jenny her plans for the future, “We have
been running a year at the end of September and
have yet to pay ourselves an income, so an income
is definitely one! I’d like to grow to offer deliveries
and to visit and pop up once a month in communities
like Wash Common.”
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Remembrance Sunday
10th November at St George’s Church
Did you know that St George’s Church was built as a Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Memorial Church
to commemorate the fallen of the First World war and also the thousands killed in the Battle
of Newbury in 1643?
This year our Act of Remembrance will take place at 10.45am outside the church in the hope
that local people will be encouraged to come together to observe the 2 minutes’ silence.
9.30am Service of Parish Communion in church
10.45am Act of Remembrance outside (gathering on the school side of the church by the
cloisters)
You are warmly invited to come to both parts of the commemoration or come at 10.45am for
the act of remembrance and the 2 minutes’ silence at 11am.

Mobile Library
West Berks’ mobile library visits the Wash Common Community Centre car park
on the following dates and times:
Tuesdays
1 October, 13 November, 3 December
Jane’s House Montessori Pre- school 9.45am to 10.15am
Wash Common Community Centre 10.15am to 10.45am
Friday
2.00pm to 4.00pm
11 October, 1 November, 13 December

Do you need a Will or Lasting Power of Attorney?
If so contact Hillhampton Wills, a local, family run company on 0118 984 3167 or
email: joanne@hillhamptonwills.com
Joanne will visit you at your home. Appointments last approximately 1 hour and can
be held during the day, evening or weekend.
A Single Will costs £150, a pair of Mirror Wills £210, a single Power of Attorney
£250.
For further information visit www.hillhamptonwills.com
A member of the Institute of Professional Will Writers and fully insured.
The Wash Commoner October 2019
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Falling and raising
Louise Funnell took on a huge challenge to raise
money following her cancer diagnosis
My cancer journey started in April 2016 when I was diagnosed with stage 4 bowel cancer which
had metastasised, and I was given my prognosis. Things did look a bit bleak but fortunately
I wasn’t, and haven’t been fatigued, nor nauseous with the chemo drugs prescribed. Not
working meant I have been able to attack my bucket list with vigour, ticking things off and
adding even more!
I’d finished my second round of chemo in October 2018 and decided I would do a sponsored
fundraising event. What should I do? At Basingstoke Hospital they advertise The Pink Place
all the time, a cancer support charity that does so much to help cancer patients in our area.
I loved the pamper sessions and having a hairdresser take control of my thinning hair gave
me such a lift.
Last October, The Pink Place was advertising a Sky Dive, taking pace on 25 May this year.
There’s no arduous preparation; good - I’m not sporty. And you don’t get hot and sweaty;
perfect. But do I like heights? I would be well out of my comfort zone.
It was very well organised at Go Sky Dive. You check in, sign some paperwork and watch
a couple of videos. Then put on your suit and harness, and find a hat and gloves that fit.
You practise both the exit from the aircraft and the landing with legs up, then wait to meet
your instructor (mine was Alex) to chat about whether I wanted to do any spinning tricks or
control the parachute - no thanks! He strapped the camera to his wrist and guided me onto
the plane, checking and double-checking harnesses. Then the door opened. I was closest
and could see how small everything looked at 10,000 ft. I took my position with my head on
Alex’s shoulder and legs bent back.
I was hanging out of the plane door and then we were falling. There’s a drone for 5,000ft
as you freefall for 30 seconds, then the parachute opens for the remaining 5,000ft. Those
30 seconds went on a bit! I found I couldn’t look; my eyes were just clamped shut. The
sensation of the parachute opening and pulling upwards made me scream out. That’s 2 of
the 3 scary bits over – landing next. As we got lower, I could look at the view and watch
Alex’s very skilled landing into a mown circle on the grass. It was a very gentle landing on
my bum, as we had been told to expect. I was glad to be back on solid ground, but I enjoyed
it too – oddly!
Would I do it again? No! I’ll
do a knit-a-thon or sponsored
silence! But I raised over
£2,000. So, a massive thanks
to those who donated.
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Prepare your home for winter
Heat the Home Counties Energy efficiency grants
A consortium of councils (Bracknell Forest, Royal Borough of Windsor and
Maidenhead, Runnymede, Spelthorne and West Berkshire), in partnership with The
HEAT Project and Happy Energy Solutions Ltd are working together to make homes
healthier, warmer, and more energy efficient. Grants are available towards measures
such as boiler upgrades, central heating systems, insulation, and renewable energy
systems.
Central heating grants funded by the consortium’s successful bid to the National
Grid’s Warm Homes Fund; are also available. These are for households who currently
have no heating, such as open fires or plug in electric heaters, or those who wish to
switch from electric storage heaters to a full radiator heating system. Grant funding
can also be provided towards the cost of a new mains gas connection, or, in rural
areas, the new heating system can be fuelled from LPG, and in some cases, by a
ground source heat pump.
You may be eligible for a grant if your household income after tax, Council Tax and
energy costs is less than £35,000 per year, or if someone in your household receives
benefits. Residents looking to take advantage of any of these grants can call Heat
the Home Counties on 01344 888930, or go to www.heatthehomecounties.org.uk. All
works are subject to survey, eligibility criteria and limited funding.
West Berkshire Energy Switch - See if you can pay less for your energy bills
The West Berkshire Energy Switch is a free to
join scheme which gives residents the chance
to see if they can make savings on their fuel
bills.
Since 2016, over 630 households have
switched supplier through the scheme, saving
over £144,000 between them. The recent May
auction saw switchers saving an average of
£174 on their annual bill.
A one day reverse auction will be held in October; with suppliers competing with
their best offers, and the winning supplier/s then sending registrants their personalised
offer for consideration. Auctions are held each year in February, May and October.
There is no obligation to switch. Sign up and see if you can save; to register or find
out more, visit www.westberks.gov.uk/communityswitch
You will need to have your latest energy bill to hand, as you’ll need the details during
the registration process.
Registration and acceptance is open until 26th November, and offers will begin to go
out from 22nd October.
West Berkshire residents without internet access should contact West Berkshire
Council on 01635 503267 by 15th November to register. Remember to have your
energy bill or annual statement to hand when you call.

The Wash Commoner October 2019
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VOLUNTEERING
OPEN DAY
Come along to Greenham Control Tower on
Tuesday 8th October to find out all about being a
Tower Volunteer
We have 2 sessions at
11am - 2pm and 6pm - 8pm
- Take a tour of the Tower - Talk to current volunteers - Find out about the roles available - Try the refreshments from our cafe -

For more details on this event, or volunteering at the
Tower please visit:
www.greenhamtower.org.uk/volunteering
or call Bal on 07780 828 145
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B uilding
B locks
C hildcare
Ofsted Registered Childminder
Childcare for ages 0 to 11
Drop off & collection available for:
St. George’s Pre-School, Falkland Primary
John Rankin Nursery, Infants & Juniors
Tax free childcare and
childcare voucher payments accepted
See latest vacancies on:

www.bbchildcare.co.uk

Please contact Sarah Scott on 07771 522375 or
bbchildcare@hotmail.co.uk for more info

Falkland Primary School
Falkland School correspondent, Max, has settled into his final year at the school
Well hello to all of you. I hope you’re having a wonderful day. Not much has happened yet:
we’ve only been at school for a week or so. However, there are a few things that I can tell
you about Falkland in this article.
It’s a new school year for all of us here at Falkland and (for some) things can be pretty busy
sometimes. In Year 6, there is quite a lot of homework. We are being prepared for secondary
school. At the moment, we don’t have very much but as we get into the swing of things,
there’ll definitely be more.
For some, a new year at school can be quite scary. Especially for the year Rs (Receptions or
Early Years) as they are completely new. Because they are so young, they can find that being
in a place where almost everyone’s older than you can be very scary. Sometimes, they get
upset so our awesome staff jump in and make them feel like school is a fun place to be. In
Year 6 especially, there have been a few new people - two children who are joining new and
also someone re-joining who was here before. They have all found friends.
Mr Haynes, our awesome PE teacher, has selected some sports leaders for this year. There
are 3 boys and 3 girls from each class. Also, there is 1 reserve boy and girl in each class. To
apply, you have to fill in a form and hand it in to Mr Haynes. I am one of the boys in our class
who was picked. They have to help with PE lessons and clubs if needed. I think it’s a great
idea.
Whilst we’re on the subject of PE, I’d like to tell you about the clubs that we can do.
People are picking their clubs for this term at the moment. They have a range of clubs to
choose from such as football, running, art, sewing, knitting, gymnastics, gardening, netball,
multiskills, French and judo. I’m looking forward to doing running.
Finally, we do a lot of trips in school. The years 4, 5 and 6 go on residentials and my brother
(in Year 4) is really looking forward to going to Highclere Castle next week and (at the end
of the year) Oxenwood for a night.
That’s all that’s happened so far this year. I hope that my article has been interesting for you
to read and I’ll write to you next month.

The Wash Commoner October 2019
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St George’s Church, Wash Common

BLESSING of the ANIMALS
Sunday 13th October at 3.30pm
Bring your pet to a special service for all the family
and stay for tea and treats afterwards

All pets welcome
or bring a favourite soft toy animal.

THE FRIENDS OF

Wash Common

LIBRARY

New Opening Hours:
Mondays: 2.30pm – 6.30pm, Wednesdays:2.30pm – 4.30pm, Fridays: 9.30am – 11.30am, Saturdays:10.00am – 12 noon
What can we offer?
Over 3000 books catalogued and ready to borrow – including a wide range of children’s books
Free membership
2 computers with FREE Wi-Fi
Printing and Photocopying – B&W and Colour
Friendly volunteer staff
Rhyme Time – First Wednesday of the month, 1.30pm. Next session - Wednesday 2 October
Poetry Group – Every third Tuesday at 2.30pm. Next session Tuesday - 15 October

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Book Groups – Express your interest at the library or through our Web Site
www.washcommonlibrary.org.uk

•
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Newbury Rugby Club
Newbury RFC was founded in 1928 and celebrated its 90th Anniversary last season. From
humble beginnings fielding one team which played at St Bartholomew’s School and used the
nearby Rokeby Arms for changing facilities, the Club has grown over the years and now has
around 600 members and many supporters who enjoy either playing or watching rugby at the
Monks Lane grounds.
As a dedicated amateur community Rugby Club,
Newbury RFC provides rugby for three Senior
Men’s teams, two Women’s teams, Colts, and
thriving Youth and Mini sections which cater for
girls and boys from U6 upwards. Indeed, some
of our 1st XV started their playing careers at
Newbury as U6s over 20 years ago.
At the end of 2018/19 season the Men’s 1st XV, ‘The Blues’ were league champions having
won 25 of their 26 matches and were promoted to the South West Premier League (level 5)
and now will face opposition as far afield as Devon, Cornwall, Somerset and Gloucestershire,
in addition to the local rivalries with Maidenhead and Bracknell. While women have
played rugby at Newbury for more than 20 years, the Ladies 1st team currently plays in the
Championship South West 2 league, travelling away to games from Guildford to Plymouth.
Our ambition is for Newbury Youth Rugby to be the place where children know they will
be developed both on and off the field. We provide a great rugby experience and just
as importantly, children learn about the camaraderie and the philosophy of rugby, making
new friends from a wide range of schools and backgrounds. Our volunteer team managers
and experienced, qualified coaches are the lifeblood of the Club and are responsible for
providing a safe place for children to enjoy playing rugby. We take our responsibilities for
safeguarding very seriously and follow the RFU’s Code of Conduct. Our aim is to ensure that
players, coaches, parents, spectators and volunteers all uphold our core values - Teamwork,
Respect, Enjoyment, Discipline and Sportsmanship - which we believe will stand our young
people in good stead, both on and off the rugby pitch.
Our prestigious clubhouse, also known as ‘The Venue’, at Monks Lane hosts more than
just rugby, and the bars, banqueting suite and grounds are available for hire by members
and visitors for many different functions including conferences, wedding receptions and
parties big or small. Our commercial team prides itself on giving a warm welcome and
can offer a wide variety of menu options from three course meals and buffets to hog roasts
and barbecues. We also host events run by a wide range of organisations such as NHS
blood donation sessions, slimming clubs, the local Rock Choir, food festivals, corporate team
building and family fun days.
Newbury RFC is a club rooted in the community, which is amateur yet professional in outlook
and is run largely by the good services of volunteers. For more information about Rugby
and other events at Newbury RFC, please visit www.newburyrugby.co.uk; or for The Venue,
www.newburyrfc.co.uk; or contact the President, David Jones, via dwsjones@hotmail.co.uk.
There are lots of ways to get involved and a variety of different membership packages are
available for Players, Supporters and ‘Social’ members.

Teamwork - Respect - Enjoyment - Discipline - Sportsmanship
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Welcome to an extraordinary place
with extraordinary people...

01635 33626

A Warm Welcome awaits you at Woodlands
(Greenham Business Park situated on the A339 between Basingstoke & Newbury)

Privately owned day nursery at ground level
Biometric entry system
Our brilliant friendly management team always available
Qualified Nursery teacher
Freshly prepared home cooked food
Designated gardens for each age group
Wild life garden, pond, vegetable plots
Different sports, Dance & Spanish
Amazing Gardening/Craft club
Discounts available to children of NHS staff & Parents who work on Greenham Business Park
Limited number of term time only places for school teachers

Call Sarah on 01635 33626 Email: enquiries@woodlandschildcare.co.uk

www.woodlandschildcare.co.uk

20

The Wash Commoner October 2019

St George’s Retirement
Fellowship
Our September meeting took us travelling again, this time
to the west coast of Canada and Alaska. Bruce Blaine
described his trip last year with Margaret and a hanger-on
to sample some of the sights of Vancouver, its surroundings
and hinterland, and the coast of Alaska. He entitled the talk
“Flirting with Canada and Alaska” because the trip really was
touching the edges of both of these vast countries.
They spent a couple of days exploring Vancouver (including
buying a pair of binoculars because he had left his at home – a vital piece of equipment
for such a trip!). The location provides such glorious vistas of sea and mountains, but the
skyscrapers and vertical living make for a very dense city centre. Sadly, the beautiful
cathedral is completely dwarfed by its surroundings.
Boarding the Celebrity Infinity for the cruise to Alaska involved a tedious two-hour checkin process with seemingly endless snaking queues in a very dull building. Visas to US were
required for the ports of call but these were obtained before leaving home. The ship and
its facilities made for a pleasant means of transport and the logistics for feeding 2500
passengers were astonishing. This “cruising with purpose” had at its pinnacle viewing of the
Hubbard Glacier, a most awe-inspiring sight, as well as meeting local first nation people and
viewing wildlife en route or during excursions from Juneau, Ketchican and Icy Strait Point.
Bald eagles were exciting when first seen but then easily and frequently spotted looking like
golf balls perched on a tree. Whales were sadly rather elusive, but a diving tail fluke is still
a wonderful sight.
On return to Vancouver they hired a car to explore a small part of Vancouver Island, visiting
the Butchart Gardens in full splendour, Victoria, the capital of British Columbia (BC) and
driving up to the west coast town of Tofino. The immense size of the trees in the forests is
difficult to comprehend never mind the “driftwood” trunks lying along the high tide lines.
Seeing black and brown bears feeding quietly along the shoreline makes you realise their
strength.
Returning to Vancouver the Rocky Mountaineer train took
them through the Rockies to Kamloops and then Jasper. A
feat of engineering to unite the east and west of Canada
(otherwise BC might have become a US state). Equally, the
trials of the European pioneers in crossing the Rockies was
also an extraordinary feat, to the detriment of course of
the existing native population. Tourist coach travel to Banff,
Lake Louise and Calgary completed the eye-popping journey.
An ejoyable experience all round.
St George’s Retirement Fellowship is an informal group that meets in St George’s Hall
from 2.30pm – 3.45pm on the third Tuesday of the month (except August). A varied
programme of activities, talks and entertainment aimed at the 60+ age group is
coordinated by Maria Pratico (Tel 01635 44827). Please contact her for more details.
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B r i gh t Spa r k s
N u r ser y Sch ool
East Woodhay Village Hall, Heath End, Newbury (only 4 miles)

We have an excellent OFSTED report

We have fully qualified teachers including specialists for
French, Music, Dance and Football
�
�
�
�

Language, French, Book Corner, Stories & Poetry, Drawing Table, Games
Number Skills, Puzzles, Construction, Sensorial Material, Nature & Science
Practical Life, Art & Craft, Sand & Water, Painting, Cooking, Home Corner
Music & Movement, Singing, Music Making, P.E., Assault Course, Drama

Places are offered to children aged 2 - 5 years
Head Teacher: Mrs Cherida Daniel B.A. Hons, Mont. Dip. EYPS

www.brightsparksnursery.co.uk
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Telephone: 07768
01722123139
716 144
01747 870432

gArdeners delight
It’s been a bumper year for apples, reports Marion Fenn

As autumn approaches, gardeners can look back on an interesting, not run-of-the-mill, year
where actually crops have done amazingly well, despite the challenge of drought and heat
exhaustion - the latter both for the plants and gardener.
We recently visited a pumpkin farm which, by what we
saw, indicates the pumpkins have flourished and will be
plentiful for the end of the month. If you carve one don’t
waste the flesh; it is such a versatile fruit which can be
used in soup, pies, stir fry or straight forward roast. In
the third world it is a great aid in feeding the people.
Every part of the pumpkin is edible.
The garden needs getting ready for winter. It is a hard
decision whether to cover it with manure and let the
worms work it into the soil, cover with weed suppressant
material or to sow mustard or phalacea. Phalacea can be
turned in as green manure in the spring or left to flower
for the early bees. More and more we are being told that
there is much less soil erosion in planted soil than that
left as clean fallow. Wash Common soil needs as much
humus as it can get.
Some apples have yielded well. Disappointingly, our Katie are less numerous than normal
but there should be enough to let the ninety school children who join us to garden on-site at
the allotments to taste apples straight from the tree and appreciate their differing flavours,
texture and juiciness. Spartan is its usual dark red massive producer. It is always fun to find
out which comes out on top. There are plenty of damsons, too unless the wasps get there
first!
Even wasps have their place. If insects go, we go. Insects are right at the bottom of the food
chain; everything depends on them. Birds, animals, us. A recent study found that bees, ants
and beetles were disappearing eight time faster than mammals, birds and reptiles. I am
weighing up in my brain whether to expand on insects in another article.
When talking about apples to children I include the following:
Wash the apple. Leave the skin on - it’s where most of the nutrients are.
Apples are packed with fibre. Fibre helps reduce the risk of heart disease, obesity and
diabetes.
Eating at least five apples a week boosts respiratory health in general, thus reducing the risk
of asthma.
Apples are packed with vitamins, especially Vitamins C, B6, Vitamin A and some minerals
such as calcium, iron and potassium.
Apples are so versatile; they can be eaten raw, cooked (crumble, cobbler, pie) or preserved
(apple jelly). They are tasty in savoury dishes, too, e.g. in stuffing or casseroles. There is
such a range of taste across the different varieties and pretty colour range from yellow,
green, pink and red.
The Wash Commoner October 2019
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C&H Flooring
We can supply and fit:
• Carpets
• Vinyls
• Wood
• Ceramics
All Domestic
undertaken.

and

Contract

work

We are a local family run business with
over 30 years experience.
Give Cathy a call on 01635 253 657
for a free, no obligation quote.
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It’s that time of year again! Time for the St George’s Radio
Players to perform their latest piece,

Scrutinize the dastardly exploits on stage while you sit with friends
and savour a delicious meal with a drink from the bar. Then,
when the drama’s over, all you have to do is exercise those little
grey cells and work out who committed the deadly deed.

Date:

Saturday 19th October 2019

Venue:

St. George’s Hall and Bar

Time:

7.00 pm for a prompt ‘curtain up’ at 7.30 pm

Tickets:

Must be purchased in advance
£12.50 each - includes food

For further information or to book your place
at this exciting event, please contact
the Church Office – 01635 41249

The Wash Commoner October 2019
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Ian Mobey
Maintenance Services

Carpentry/Joinery
Tiling
Plastering
Bricklaying
Plumbing

01635 523 819
07776 180 907

Fun Food Friendship!
Fair Close is a friendly place in the centre of
Newbury for senior citizens to meet, eat
and be entertained
We provide hot, freshly cooked, nutritious lunches 5 days a week at
the centre, or delivered to your home by our meals on wheels team
We arrange outings and a whole host of activities so
why not drop in to the centre and say hello?
And our hall is available for hire, in the evenings and at weekends.
It’s the perfect place for a party!
Interested?
Or know someone who
might be?
Contact us on:
01635 40488 / 41294
www.FairCloseCentre.org
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New speed limit on
Andover Road
There is a new speed limit on Andover Road encompassing Park House School and
Falkland School. When the lights are flashing on the signs, the speed limit is 20mph.
There is also a new digital speed camera just south of St George’s Church, which
operates for both directions and has been spotted flashing at several cars within the
first few days of being installed.
If you are worried about speeding on local roads, you can report your concerns to the
council by going to www.westberks.gov.uk/speedingtraffic.

REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENT PARTS ON
UPVC WINDOWS, DOORS AND
CONSERVATORIES
*misted/ broken glass

*handles/ hinges

*locks/ gaskets *adjustments
* and much more

LOCAL EXPERIANCED INSTALLER
FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
Call: 07901 860352

COMPOSITE & UPVC DOORS

Email: theupvcexpert@gmail.com

www.theupvcexpert.com

Personal professional service
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Bring out your inner artist
Beginners to Intermediates

new
Art Class
STARTS SOON!

Beginners to Intermediates

• Absolute Beginners to
Improvers - Just Like You
• 14 week course
• Three hours once a week,
mornings or afternoons
• Step-by-step guidance
• Suitable for beginners ,
refresher and advanced
• Meet New Friends,
Learn New Skills
• Develop your skills and
create your own original
art to enjoy forever
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St M
ry
Newbu

Barking Boutique
Professional Dog Grooming

Patient & Caring Service for all
Breeds
Clipping, Hand Stripping, Scissoring,
De-matting, Bathing, Nail
and Ear Care
Alison Sutton 07706695773
barkingboutique@yahoo.co.uk
Windfield House, Byeways, Highclere,
Nr Newbury, Berkshire RG20 9PA
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Suicide support in West Berkshire
Garry Poulson, from The Volunteer Centre, talks openly about this important subject
The profound and shocking event of a suicide
of a close relative, spouse, friend or colleague
is amongst the greatest emotional trauma that
a human could suffer. The effects of a suicide
amongst us are long lasting and leave many
unanswered questions for those left behind or
a severe emotional trauma for those that may
have been unwittingly implicated as witnesses
to such an event.
What could we have done? What did we miss? If only I had listened to them, if only they had
told me how they were feeling. These are the rational questions that may arise after the
event. If you are an employer; do we have a policy at work to support people who are facing
stress and anxiety? Is there a well-being element to workplace appraisals or opportunities for
staff to discuss workplace stresses?
In May 2017, local charity Volunteer Centre West Berkshire established The West Berkshire
Suicide Prevention Action Group in partnership with The West Berkshire Health and Wellbeing
Board. The key aim of which was to act upon the recommendations made by Darrel Gale,
a consultant and Director of Public Health, and the author of the Berkshire-wide suicide
prevention strategy. This new group, under the leadership of Garry Poulson, has brought
together around 20 organisations with the key aim of bringing about practical solutions that
might prevent suicide and to raise awareness of organisations within West Berkshire who are
there to support people who may have been effected by a suicide.
On Friday, 25 October at 9.00am, the Suicide Prevention Action Group has organised a half
day training event. This will be delivered by a consultant psychiatrist and a clinical educator.
There will be a very short play followed by clear and concise advice and guidance and
questions to end the session which takes place in central Newbury. If you would like to
attend this training session, then contact Laura Hunter at the Volunteer Centre for more
information on laura@vcwb.org.uk. £12 for businesses, £10 for statutory organisations and
£8 for voluntary and charitable organisations.
If you or someone you know is seeking help and advice here is a small selection of the
resources that are available in West Berkshire. These contact points will be able to assist
and/or direct you to organisations who are able to help.
Talking Therapies - 0300 365 2000
Samaritans - 116 123
Citizens Advice West Berkshire - 0300 222 5941
Relate in Newbury - 0118 987 6161
SOBS (Survivors of bereavement by suicide) - 0300 1115065
Time To Talk - 01635 760331
Charlie Waller Memorial Trust - 01635 869754
Racing Welfare in Lambourn - 01488 670034
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S outh Wes t Newbury
Neighbourhood Team

Stolen bikes
Thames Valley Police no longer accept bikes that have been found by a member of the public
or take reports of lost bikes. If a person has had their bike stolen this needs to be reported
online to TVP or by calling 101. A lost bike needs to be reported with all details and serial
numbers online to www.bikeregister.com.
TVP have access to search this site so they can check if a stolen bike has been found providing
the owner knows the serial number. The finder of a bike can go to this website to check if
the bike has been reported stolen and if it has this person needs to report this to the Police.
If the found bike has not been recorded on bikeregister as lost or stolen, the finder needs to
make reasonable attempts to locate the true owner of the bike via social media pages such
as Lost and Found in our area.
Best practice for finders of bikes would be to hold on to them for a period of 4 weeks to
give the owner a chance to come forward but after this period the finder can decide how to
dispose of the bike and the Community Furniture Project are always happy to receive them.

No Cold Calling Zones
Trading Standards within the Public Protection Partnership (PPP) are looking to both refresh
and energise the existing No Cold Calling Zones (NCCZ) and promote new Zones. A small
number of existing Zones are also Neighbourhood Watch areas; the two have much in common
as NCCZ will reduce the incidence of cold calling which in itself can lead to criminal activity.
If you would like to find out how to set up a scheme, please contact Clive Robinson, Trading
Standards on 01635 503484 or email him at Clive.Robinson1@westberks.gov.uk. Trading
Standards would be able to provide promotional material, door stickers, street signs, etc
and advise how best to take this forward.

Please check out the website set up by Newbury South West
Neighbourhood Action Group for lots of useful information and advice.
http://www.uknags.org.uk/newbury_south_west
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The Montessori School House Kintbury

Fun and outdoor learning since 2009.
Why not discover and explore it for yourselves!
Contact Rhian.rees@hotmail.com or 01488 208652

ARBOCARE
TREE SURGERY LTD
Qualified and Experienced Arborists
•

Established over 25 years

•

Contractors to the National
Trust

•

Crown reductions

•

Thinning

•

Felling

•

Hedge Trimming

•

Stump Grinding

•

Decay Detection & Tree Reports

Free phone: 0808 1555815

Mobile: 07778811136
www.arbocare.co.uk
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Yoga Classes
** Seated Chair/Standing Practice**

Suitable For All Abilites
DAY & TIME
Every Monday
11.45am-12.45pm, 6:45pm - 7:45pm
VENUE
Large Meeting Room,
St George’s, RG14 6NU
Please contact Jenny White
Mobile: 07732 830884

jennywhitewellbeing@yahoo.com
http://jennywhitewellbeing.org
My classes are a gentle mix of Hatha and Kundalini Yoga
and whilst connecting movement, posture and breath, we
focus on stretching, strengthening and improved
mobility. Encouraging quietness of mind and
self-awareness with meditation, all beneficial for our
health and wellbeing.

swimming classes for bumps,
babies and beyond

Find a class near you...
Caroline Bairstow
E: havefun@swimkidz.co.uk
T: 0750 005 6623
www.facebook.com/SwimkidzBerksHantsWilts

FREE

TASTEnR
s

sessio
le
availab

www.swimkidz.co.uk

Classes for all ages from 7yrs upwards,
study Acting, Speech and Drama,
Improvisation, Mime etc. working
towards exams
and shows for friends and family.
I will also be starting daytime
classes for adults,
as well as coaching students for
Drama School
and
National Youth Theatre Auditions
For further Information please
contact Lisa on
Mobile 07774 643254
lisa.harrington2@btinternet.com
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Events Diary
This is a free page to publicise your local events and information.
Copy deadline is 11 October for the November edition.
Please e-mail: magazine@st-george-newbury.org.uk
Newbury and District Gardeners’ Association
Monday, 4 November 2019 from 7:30pm to 9:15pm. Pests – an
interactive look. A talk by Ray Broughton. Being able to identify the
Away
pests causing problems for our flowers, fruit and vegetables is the first
Home
step in dealing with them. Ray will use a handheld digital microscope
Away
connected to a computer to project live pictures of some of the
organisms which cause us problems. He will then tell us how to deal
with them. St Nicolas School Link Road, Newbury, RG14 7LU. Parking
Restorative Meditation with Rest Relax Recharge
Learn to relax and stay relaxed with Restorative Meditation on in Link Road. Admission £6.00 payable at door. For further information
the first Sunday of the month from 6.45pm to 8.00pm, followed by visit www.NewburyGardeners.org.uk or phone 01635 42190.
refreshments. Next dates: 6 October (special session on ‘sleep’),
3 November and 1 December. New Era Theatre, Wash Common. Sandham Memorial Chapel
Advanced bookings only please via Gillian Ward 07840 620731 Wednesday 2 October.10.15am – 10.50am. Sandham Chapel Service
gillian@mindful-medicine.co.uk or www.mindful-medicine.co.uk/ – join us for one of our monthly Services conducted by our Parish
Rector. There is no need to book, but as the chapel is quite small
book-online
space may be limited. No charge.
The Old Chapel Textile Centre
5 – 6 October. Craft Fair - lots of great things to do, with children’s Friday 11 October. 10.45am - 12.45pm. Papercraft Workshop story times, demonstrations, a mindfulness craft workshop and of working with local artist Helen Mortimer learn about this varied artistic
course, lots of tea and cake. For details email octc@live.com. Free medium to create your own unique projects. Paper is very versatile
and can be folded, cut, glued or layered. Learn how to create beautiful
entry for visitors, and free parking.
cards and 3D projects from a range of colourful papers and cards
Newbury
and
District
Gardeners’
Association using techniques including stamping, die cutting and embossing. Cost
Monday, 7 October from 7:30pm to 9:15pm Heritage Apples - a talk £17.00. Contact number: 0344 249 1895.
by Chris Bird, with the opportunity to sample a number of varieties.
16 - 27 October Wednesdays-Sundays. 11.00am - 4:00pm. In the
Monday, 21 October from 7:30pm to 9:15pm Water Gardening - a footsteps of Stanley Spencer; exhibition by Jen Gash - Sky
Landscape Artist of the Year 2018. Jen’s prize was a commission from
talk by Sandy Worth.
the Imperial War Museum to create a painting of the Kosturino ridge
All meetings held at St Nicolas School, Link Road, Newbury, RG14 in Macedonia; the site of a significant battle in December 1915. Jen
7LU. Parking in Link Road. Admission £6.00 payable at door. For travelled to Macedonia in the autumn of 2018 and her finished painting
is hanging in the Imperial War Museum, North. Jen created many other
further information visit
www.NewburyGardeners.org.uk
or
phone
01635
42190. pieces of work as part of her trip and this unique exhibition provides
new “eyes” into the landscape of Macedonia, old and new, as she
followed in the footsteps of Stanley Spencer.
Berkshire Family History Society
Wednesday, 9 October from 7.30 to 9.30 pm at Shaw Church Hall, No charge. Contact number: 01635 278394
RG14 2DR. The life and times of Robert Tebbot. Dr David Lewis is
treasurer of the Berkshire Local History Association, and his subject Saturday 19 October. 4.15pm – 5.45pm. Stanley Spencer’s Salonika.
will be the lowly nineteenth-century builder who became mayor of Jen Gash, Sky Landscape of Artist of the Year 2018, talks about her
experiences working on the commission to produce a piece of artwork
Windsor and the friend of kings.
All welcome. Free parking. Refreshments. Good company. Non- based on the Macedonian landscape, which now hangs in the Imperial
members are invited to make a £3 donation towards costs. Enquiries War Museum, North. No charge. Contact 01635 278394
to newbury@berksfhs.org.uk or see www.berksfhs.org.uk
Website: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/sandham-memorial-chapel
Alder Bridge Steiner-Waldorf School Open Day
Saturday,12 October from 10am until 12pm. Chat to teachers, Woolton Hill and District Gardeners’ Club
parents and pupils; take part in classroom activities and explore our All indoor meetings are held in St Thomas’s Church Hall in Woolton Hill
RG20 9XQ on the 4th Thursday of the month. For further information
kindergarten and school.
Alder Bridge is a warm and vibrant community with many opportunities contact Jane Skyrme 01635 254151
to get involved, both in the education of the children and in community
life. We boast 6 acres of woodland with an outdoor classroom, set in Newbury Pub Walks
semi-rural grounds off the A4 between Reading and Newbury. www. For self-guided walks of 3 - 5 miles from pubs near Newbury, go to:
alderbridge.org.uk. Call 0118 971 4471
http://newburypubwalks.org.uk/
Registered Charity No. 297857.
Events Diary
Newbury Blues 1st XV
Saturday, 5 October
Ivybridge
Saturday, 12 October Launceston
Saturday, 19 October Maidenhead

National Trust
Monday 14 October at 7.30pm in St George’s Church, Andover Road,
Wash Common. An illustrated talk by Ian Monier-Williams on The
Foundation and Medieval buildings of Winchester College. Ian
Monier-Williams was educated at Winchester College, arriving in
1969. He is the fourth generation of his family to attend the college.
He then became a Chartered Accountant. Retirement in 2014 allowed
Ian to pursue his interest in Medieval History. He is now a qualified
guide for both Winchester Cathedral and the College. This talk will be
an adaptation of a College guided tour. Non-members and friends are
welcome to come along: entrance £3. Free parking.
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West Berkshire Heritage
Details of all the forthcoming events at Shaw House, West Berkshire
Museum and other local heritage events can be found at the new
website:

www.westberkshireheritage.org

www.jurassicbarkdogs.co.uk

Dog Walking
in Newbury, canine first aid trained,
insured, CRB checked,
crated vehicles with air conditioning &
regular dogosaur events

. . . . . .

Hatha Yoga for living well
St John’s Church, Bartholomew Street, RG14 7PY
7-8.15 pm
Fun & friendly classes to help care for body & mind
Accessible moves to support mobility, stamina & balance

Please contact Sophie for details on:
sophie@jurassicbarkdogs.co.uk
or
078 0990 8659

keeping you
healthy for life …

8 Falkland Road, Newbury,
Berkshire, RG14 6NY

01635 580200
www.nhcnewbury.co.uk

Contact Joanna Edge 07970 166675
hello@RealMeYoga.co.uk
www.RealMeYoga.co.uk

Acupuncture
Alexander Technique
Art Psychotherapy
Beauty Therapy
Bowen Technique
Clinical Massage
Cranial Osteopathy
Deep Tissue Massage
Homeopathy
Manual Lymphatic Drainage
McTimoney Chiropractic
Naturopathy
Osteopathy
Physiotherapy
Reflexology
Sports Therapy
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Live Well
in Our Care
BOOK A VISIT AT PORTHAVEN.CO.UK
OR CALL 0808 168 6040
NURSING • RESIDENTIAL • DEMENTIA • RESPITE
Falkland Grange Care Home
Monks Lane, Newbury RG14 7RW
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SHOW
SUITES
NOW
OPEN!

Newbury Lock &

P AU L T I LLEN

Security Services

Proprieto rs: Gerald & Pat Lilleystone

Reliable and helpful local service
for all your security needs

Tel/Fax:

(01635) 34830

www.newburylocks.com
email: glilleystone@newburylocks.com

C AR PEN T ER
All aspects of C arpentry
and
H ome M aintenance
U ndertaken
T elephone: 01635 528426
07974 645607

Lorraine Bowden

Tutor

Successful retired teacher offers
tuition:

For Ages 7 to 11:
Maths and English
GCSE:
Maths including higher tier
Contact:

Tel: 01635 47590 or 07802 583116
E-mail: lbowden146@btinternet.com
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Clarendon House 44 London Road
Newbury Berkshire RG14 1LA

Your local independent
Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

We are proud to provide a quality service with an exceptionally
high standard of care. We are totally dedicated to providing
families with personal attention and freedom of choice.

Peter Cox has nearly 40 years’

experience caring for families and looking
after their needs during the difficult time
of arranging a funeral, choosing a
prepaid funeral plan and designing
memorials for a lasting tribute
Available 24 hours a day 7 days a week for
free & impartial advice, without
obligation…
Tel:
Email: peter@wbfd.co.uk

01635 43355

Web: www.wbfd.co.uk

We remember the little things…
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St George’s Centre
The St George’s Centre is on the Andover Road, next to St George’s Church and provides facilities for many
organisations serving Wash Common. Below is a list of groups and organisations using the Centre on a regular basis.

Organisation

Contact name

Alcoholics Anonymous

Contact number

Meeting times

0800 9177 650

Wed: 6.30 – 7.30pm
Fri: 7.00 - 8.15pm

Ballroom Dancing

Sally Ann Poole

01635 41798

Wed: 7.30 – 8.30pm

Brownies

Lynne Patel

07870 755185

Thurs: 6.15 – 7.45pm

Busy Kids

Amy Willis

07795 633443

Daily: 3.00 – 6.00pm
Breakfast: 8.00 – 9.00pm
also, Holiday Clubs

Church Choir

Clive Grant

01635 41249

Friday: 6.45 – 8.30pm

Falkland WI

Mrs D Haines

01635 42953

2nd Tuesday: 8 – 9.30pm

Fitness League

Susan King

01264 772872

Wed: 10.15 – 11.45am

Guides

Lynne Patel

07870 755185

Mon: 6.15 – 7.45pm

Healing

2nd Tues: 8.00 – 10.00pm

Kumon Maths

Steve Taylor

07793 663038

Mon: 3.15 – 5.15pm
Thurs: 3.15 – 5.15pm

Lace Group

Kay Coventry

01635 580629

Wed: 12.30 – 2.30pm

Jenny White Wellbeing

Jenny White

07732 830884

Mon: 11.45 - 12.45pm
Mon: 6.45 - 7.45pm

Market Square Quilters

Geraldine Priest

01635 253271

5 Saturdays per year

Lotte Berk Method

Jenifer Klepfer

07881 296623

Sat: 9.00 - 10.00am

Mothers’ Union

Val Bolan

01635 582362

1st Tues: 12.15 -3.30pm
2nd Wed: 10.00-10.45am

Newbury National Trust

Keith Spires

01635 30457

5 Tuesdays per year
Lecture Meetings in Church 2nd
Monday Jan to May then Sept
to Dec

Newbury U3A Bridge

Mrs Angela Spellman

01635 253874

Tues: 2.00 - 4.30pm		
Fri: 2.30 - 4.30pm

Pilates Class

Angela Duff

07769 580709

Mon:
Tues:

9.30 - 10.30
10.30 - 11.30
9.30 - 10.30
10.30 - 11.30

Perform

Gemma Payne

07825 916496

Sat: 9.00am - 1.00pm

Complete Yoga

Alison Strawford

07801 988086
complete-yoganewbury@outlook.
com

Wed: 8.00 – 9.30pm

Retirement Fellowship

Maria Pratico

01635 44827

3rd Tues: 2.30 – 4.00pm

St George’s
Pre-School

Treasurer

07887 900348

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri:
9.00 –2.45pm

Soroptimists

Janet Wycherley

01635 580115

1st/3rd Thurs 7.30 – 10.00pm

Tiddlers and Toddlers

Caroline Clugston

01635 253442

Mon: 1.30 – 3.00pm

To hire the Centre facilities on a regular or casual basis, please contact Centre Booking on 01635 41249.
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St George’s Church
Services
Sunday

Weekdays

8.00am
Holy Communion
9.30am
Parish Communion
		
Children’s groups meet during the service:
Star Club 		
3-5 years
Sunday Club
5-11 years
		
All Age Communion is on the first Sunday of the month
		
Tea and coffee are served in the hall after the 9:30 service

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Young Peoples’ Groups
Sundays		
Sundays		

11.00 – 11.45am
7.00pm		

7.30pm
Holy Communion
9.30am
Holy Communion
2.00pm
Holy Communion
7.20pm
Contemplative Prayer
Friday
12 noon
Prayers for Peace and
			Reconciliation

Sunday Club
Justacross 		

(5-11 years)
(13-18 years)

St George’s prayer intentions

As part of our daily worship at St George’s, we pray for a particular area of the parish each week. A monthly list of
prayer intentions, including the roads being prayed for, is available from the church. If you have a specific concern or
a person you would like us to pray for, or if you would like a visit from someone in the Church, please call The Revd.
Terry Winrow on 01635 41249.
Contact for the Emergency Prayer Chain:
Elizabeth Pook (01635 47923) or Chris Hill (01635 841949).
Contact for the Prayer and Healing Team:
Dave Hill (01635 841949) or email d.hill11@ntlworld.com
Sacrament of Reconciliation		
(confession and forgiveness)

contact The Reverend Becky Bevan

Contacts

St George The Martyr, Andover Road
Parish Priest - The Revd Becky Bevan
		
Tel: 01635 524994
		
Email: bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk

Churchwardens - Simon Pook (01635 30599)
			
Rita Gardner
Email: churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org

Associate Priest - The Revd Terry Winrow
		
Tel: 01635 45380
		
Email: terry.winrow@st-george-newbury.org

St George’s Centre Bookings (01635 41249)
Email: centre.bookings@ st-george-newbury.org

Parish Administrator - Margaret Ford
		
Tel: 01635 41249
		
(Answer machine at other times)
		
Email: office@st-george-newbury.org
		
Open: Mon, Wed, Thurs 9:30 - 13:15
			
Fri
9:30 - 12:15
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Useful Numbers
Local Churches:

Other:

St John the Evangelist Church
St John’s Road, Newbury
Associate Priest - Revd Gary Collins (from 7 October)
Contact: David Oates, Churchwarden 01635 43380
Email: churchwarden@st-john-newbury.org.uk
Website: www.stjohnnewbury.org.uk

Samaritans
116 123
Cruse Bereavement Care, West Berkshire
01635 523573
Mothers’ Union, St George’s Branch (Val Bolan)
01635582362
New Era Players
07919 916009
Citizens Advice West Berkshire:
Advice line
0300 2225941
Appointments
01635 516605
West Berkshire District Council
01635 55 1111
Emergency out of hours
01344 786 543

St. Francis de Sales (R.C), Warren Road 01635 40332
Glendale (meets on Sundays at St Bartholomew’s School
@ 10.30am and at the Wash Common Community Centre
@ 6.30pm) 01635 524730

West Berk Foodbank
Information for Donors/General:
info@westberks.foodbank.org.uk,
Local Councillors for Wash Common:
Emergency Food for those in Crisis
www.westberks.foodbank.org.uk
Newbury town Council (Wash Common ward):
Chris Foster (c.w.foster@outlook.com)
07779 302347 Newbury Volunteer Car Scheme
Newbury Shopmobility scooter and
Roger Hunneman (roger.hunneman@googlemail.com)
wheelchair loan
07818 422285
Newbury Handybus
David Marsh (DavidMarsh1@westberks.gov.uk)
07775 703582
Gary Norman (gan1957@aol.com)
07801 046115 Utilities:
Sarah Slack (sarahfoot57@icloud.com)
07970 790808 Gas Leak / Smell of Gas Reporting
Tony Vickers (tony.vickers1@westberks.gov.uk)
Electricity - Power cut reporting
07413 480080
Water Leak Reporting
West Berkshire Council (Wash Common ward):
Adrian Abbs (adrian.abbs1@westberks.gov.uk)
07768 998370
David Marsh (DavidMarsh1@westberks.gov.uk)
07775 703582
Tony Vickers (tony.vickers1@westberks.gov.uk)
07413 480080

Medical:
NHS call: 111 or visit 111.nhs.uk
Falkland Surgery (inc. appointments)
Wash Common Pharmacy
West Berkshire Community Hospital
Royal Berkshire Hospital
Basingstoke and North Hampshire Hospital

07955 626621
01635 760560
01635 49004
01635 523854
01635 37111

0800 111999
08000 727282
0800 714614

Schools:
Falkland Primary
John Rankin Junior
John Rankin Infants
Park House
St Bartholomew’s

01635
01635
01635
01635
01635

44949
42859
42376
573911
521255

Youth Organisations in Wash Common:
St George’s Pre-School
07887 900348
Busy Kids After School Club
07795 633443
01635 279972 Pumpkins Pre School
07766 888337
01635 35033 Girlguiding (Irene Hanbury)
01635 820765
01635 273 300 Tiddlers and Toddlers
07887 725107
0118 322 5111 Scouting (Rob Daniels) gsl.washcommon@outlook.com
01256 473202

Police:
Police Crime in Progress 		
Neighbourhood Policing Team (non-emergency)
Crimestoppers (caller can remain anonymous)
Neighbourhood Watch (Angela Money, Chair)

999
101
0800 555 111
01635 40866
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Delivery request
If you live within the St George’s parish area and would like The Wash
Commoner delivered to your home each month for free, please complete
and return the following details:
Name:

........................................................................................

Address: ........................................................................................
Postcode: .................................

Signed:

............................................ 		

Date:

......................

Email to: magazine@st-george-newbury.org.uk
Post to: The Wash Commoner, St George’s Church, Andover Road, Wash Common
RG14 6NU.
By giving us your details on this form you consent for them being held on a
secure database which will be used only for the Wash Commoner delivery.
The Wash Commoner can also be collected from the lobby of St George’s Church,
or from many local shops and organisations, including Budgens.

If you live outside St George’s parish, The Wash Commoner can be posted to you for
£8.00 per annum (to cover postage costs):
I enclose a payment of £ _________ (cheques payable to: St George’s Church)
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HEATING ENGINEERS & PLUMBERS
Outstanding personal, local service
G a s & O il C e ntra l He a ting
Bre a kd o w ns. Se rvic ing . Insta lla tio ns
A ll p lum b ing
Gas Safe reg. 18667. Oftec reg. C7891.
Members Inst Heating and Plumbing

Fed up with getting the run-around?
Tel: 01635 863336. We always answer your calls
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