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CHIMNEY SWEEP 
A PROFESSIONAL CHIMNEY SWEEP SERVICE   
CLEAN RELIABLE BRUSH AND VACUUM 
FULLY INSURED  MANY YEARS EXPERIENCE 

                                      
AGA’S                                                
RAYBURNS                           
JETMASTERS 
ALL OPEN FIRES 
WOODBURNERS 
NEST REMOVALS 
OIL FIRED BOILERS 
SWEEPING CERTIFICATES ISSUED 
CAPS AND COWLS SUPPLIED AND FITTED 

 
CALL DARREN 

01635 569195/07900398678 
  areasweep@btinternet.com 

 

                     

Barking Boutique 
Professional Dog Grooming 

Patient & Caring Service for all 
Breeds 

 

Clipping, Hand Stripping, Scissoring, 
De-matting, Bathing, Nail  

and Ear Care 
 

Alison Sutton 07706695773 
barkingboutique@yahoo.co.uk 

 
Windfield House, Byeways, Highclere, 

Nr Newbury, Berkshire RG20 9PA 
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Editors’ note:

This issue of The Wash 
Commoner has been 
published on-line only in 
response to the coronavirus 
situation. 

It contains information that 
was current at the time of 
publication.

The editorial team wish all 
our readers well in theses 
challenging times.

Do Not Pass It On...

… so, Pass It On
The Coronavirus is now a ‘pandemic’ 
impacting most of the countries worldwide. 
The UK, and many countries, are in the grip 
of a rapidly expanding infection placing great 
strain on health services and generating a 
good deal of anxiety amongst all of us. 
One of the early precautions was the installation of ‘washing walls’ at 
some key sporting events and large gatherings encouraging people to 
be sensible and protect others with the message …

… Don’t Pass It On!
More drastic measures are now in place impacting every part of ‘nor-
mal’ life. 
Churches are not exempt and all services, gatherings, meetings have 
had to be cancelled for the time being. These are very strange times 
and a lot of adjustments are having to be made, not only to our move-
ments but also trying to make sense of how we feel. 
All this comes in the wake of depressing weather, floods, the protract-
ed debate about Brexit, perhaps cancelled trips abroad … and so on. 
Basically, it all adds to the general malaise that people are feeling. Fed 
up and wanting some good news … something to cheer us up! 
I suspect the coronavirus may be around for some time, so we need 
to be extra vigilant, especially for those living alone, the elderly and 
those forced to self-isolate, the families struggling perhaps with lack of 
income.

Some cheer would be good!
Coincidently, I watched the film ‘The History Boys’ only the other day. A 
film about Year 13 pupils in a northern school being prepared for their 
entrance exams for Oxford to read history. A teacher called Hector, 
likes to instil in his pupils a sense of delight in learning just for the sake 
of it. His famous line is; 
‘Pass the parcel. That’s something all of you can do. Take it, feel it, and 
pass it on. Not for me, not for you, but for someone, somewhere, one 
day. Pass it on boys. That’s the game you want to learn. Pass it on.’ 
It strikes me that in a different sort of way this is something we can all 
do – pass on a bit of cheerfulness.  
Do you remember, or know the song, ‘Spread a little happiness’? It’s 
an old song but was recorded by Sting in 1982 and can be viewed on 
YouTube. The song goes;

Even when the darkest clouds are in the sky 
You mustn’t sigh and you mustn’t cry 
Spread a little happiness as you go by 
Please try

What’s the use of worrying and feeling blue 
When days are long keep on smiling through 
Spread a little happiness till dreams come true.

This is just what we need.  So, pass it on!
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This is exactly what Easter is about. The friends and followers of Jesus were numb following the events of his 
arrest, trial and crucifixion. Wouldn’t we all? Imagine you have trusted him throughout, listened and been in 
awe of him; pinned all your hopes on him when suddenly it all comes to an end.

But then the joy of Easter is the story does not end there. His followers bear witness to the risen Christ. 
Some women are the first to the empty tomb. They meet a figure who tells them Jesus has risen. They take 
the message back to the followers. ‘Jesus is alive. Pass it on’

Two followers walking to Emmaus are joined by Jesus who reveals himself to them gradually. They rush back 
to Jerusalem to tell the others, ‘we have seen Jesus. Pass it on’

It is the message of Easter. Jesus is alive! Pass It On!
Happy Easter! (and stay safe!)

Revd Terry Winrow
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The churches of St George’s and St John’s will 
be finding different, appropriate ways to mark 
key events during Lent and Easter.

Please follow the churches via Facebook or  
on-line for further details.

www.stg-stj.org.uk
Or call the church office on 01635 41249

Key dates:

Palm Sunday 5 April

Maundy Thursday  9 April

Good Friday 10 April

Easter Sunday 12 April 
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Unique personal training in a 
unique personal environment.

The Training Park - bespoke personal training, the right 
program designed and tailored for YOU. We have the tools 
and knowledge to help you achieve your goals, no matter 

how big (or small).

Email: start@thetrainingpark.com

www.thetrainingpark.com
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Ready, set, pedal!Ready, set, pedal!
Sunday 28 June is the date set for Falkland Cricket Club Charity Bike Ride

Keen and not-so-keen cyclists are being invited to take part in a summer bike ride across West 
Berkshire to raise funds for two good causes. 

The popular annual bike ride, organised by Falkland Cricket Club, is made up of three different 
routes - 15, 30 and 40 miles, to accommodate all abilities and energy levels.

The ride, on 28 June, starts at 10.00am from Falkland Cricket Club in Wash Common, will raise 
money for charity - Parkinson's Newbury and the Falkland Cricket Club Pavilion Fund which is 
seeking funding to finish an exciting new pavilion, community rooms, bar and restaurant at the 
Enborne Street cricket ground.  The club has already raised over £1million of the approximate 
£1.5million it needs to complete the building.

The bike ride, now in its 5th year, has also raised over £2,000 for local charities and this 
year, participants will be refreshed by free drinks and snacks along the route. There is also a 
barbecue back at the cricket club at the ride’s finish.

Nigel Trumper of Falkland Cricket Club urged people to take part 
in the bike ride and assured them of a warm welcome. “The annual 
bike ride is always one of our most popular community events 
and a great chance for everyone, young and old, fit and not-so-fit 
to come together and have a fun day out while at the same time 
raising money for two great community causes,” he said. 

“It’s always good to see old friends and make new ones while 
biking through the fantastic Berkshire and Hampshire countryside, 
so please come and join us.”

The ride costs £25 for adults and £10 for under 16s. Sponsorship 
forms, if you wish to raise further funds, can be obtained, along 
with more information and how to sign up at  
www.falklandcc.co.uk. For more information, please contact  
Nigel Trumper: nigel.trumper@nolimits-sports.co.uk



8  The Wash Commoner April 2020

 

Weekday lunch with a glass 
of wine & canapes £23
Sunday buffet lunch £28

Afternoon Tea £17
Dinner from £35

7course tasting dinner £55
Monthly Ladies Lunch £30

 
 

Hurstbourne Tarrant
Near Newbury

SP11 0ER

Esseborne Manor
 hotel & restaurant

To book call 01264 736 444

We are local family company of 20 years 
specialising in the discrete removal of:

Wasps, Hornets, Rats, Mice, Moles, 
Ants, Fleas, Flies, Moths, Bed Bugs, Beetles, Cockraoches

Domestic and Commercial contract work welcome 
BPCA Certified - Timber Treatment Certified - Fully Insured

01635 250 852 
07557 737 434 

info@control-services.co.uk

www.pestcontrolberkshire.com
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C&H Flooring
We can supply and fit:
• Carpets
• Vinyls
• Wood
• Ceramics

All Domestic and Contract work un-
dertaken.

We are a local family run business 
with over 30 years experience.

Give Cathy a call on 01635 253 657 
for a free, no obligation quote.

Falkland School’s Year 6 head for the hills
Hello again! I hope you’re having an excellent month so far. I’m here to tell you all about what 
Falkland Primary School have been getting up to since I last wrote. It’s certainly been busy 
lately. 

Firstly, Year 6 went on a trip to Rhos-y-Gwaliau Outdoor Education 
Centre near a place called Bala in Wales for a whole week! It was 
an amazing place and the trip was great fun. Most of the time the 
weather was lovely and we were very lucky with it. At times, it was 
quite cold, so we made sure that we wrapped up nice and warm. 
The activities were excellent! My favourite one was the mountain 
climbing. I was really proud of myself when I got to the top of it: 
it was very difficult sometimes and very steep. The canoeing was 
really fun too. I enjoyed it because it really challenged me. The 
centre was brilliant; it was so clean, tidy and comfortable. In my 
opinion, the food was delicious and really good. Everyone had an 
excellent time and enjoyed it a lot.

Another thing I could tell you about is the tag rugby tournament Falkland attended on Friday 
13 March 2020. We weren’t told our position, but we did really well. We won 4 games, drew 1 
and lost 1.

Finally, the indoor athletics county finals took place while we were in Rhos. Years 3 and 4 did 
very well and came 2nd, and Year 5 also did really well as there were no Year 6s with them, 
so they were mostly competing against children older than them and came 8th overall. I went 
last year, and it was a very fun day of sports.
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A Warm Welcome awaits you at Woodlands
(Greenham Business Park situated on the A339 between Basingstoke & Newbury)

Privately owned day nursery at ground level
Biometric entry system

Our brilliant friendly management team always available

Qualified Nursery teacher

Freshly prepared home cooked food

Designated gardens for each age group

Wild life garden, pond, vegetable plots 

Different sports, Dance & Spanish

Amazing Gardening/Craft club

Discounts available to children of NHS staff & Parents who work on Greenham Business Park 
Limited number of term time only places for school teachers

Call Sarah on 01635 33626 Email: enquiries@woodlandschildcare.co.uk

www.woodlandschildcare.co.uk

Welcome to an extraordinary place 
 with extraordinary people...

01635 33626

Postponed 

at present
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St George’s 2020 Pilgrimage St George’s 2020 Pilgrimage 
Footsteps across SomersetFootsteps across Somerset

The planning for this year’s pilgrimage is well advanced, with the route planned, halls booked, 
and lunchtime food stops provisionally earmarked.

The pilgrimage will take place from Thursday 20 August 
to Sunday 23 August - please note this is not the Bank 
Holiday weekend, which is the following weekend.

We will be travelling northwards across Somerset from 
close to Sherborne, on the Dorset/Somerset border, 
heading for Bristol Cathedral. The distance is less than in 
previous years (approximately 46 miles), but straddling the 
route are the Mendip Hills, so there may be a few more 
inclines to traverse. 

After a commissioning service at St Cuthbert’s Church, 
Oborne (a coffee stop on last year’s pilgrimage), we head across country towards Cadbury 
Castle, an iron age hillfort. From North Cadbury we pick up the Monarch’s Way which brings us 
to Ansford, Castle Cary and our accommodation for the first night in Caryford Community Hall.

On Friday our journey takes us via Ditcheat and Evercreech to our lunchtime stop at The 
Poachers Pocket, Chelynch, just east of Shepton Mallet. After lunch we join the Fosse Way for 
a while before eventually arriving at Chilcompton Church Hall.  Showers will be welcome that 
evening at a local leisure centre.

The next day is a short day, walking wise with only 10 miles to walk. Our accommodation that 
evening is The Old Schoolroom in Chew Magna.

On Sunday we skirt round the south of Bristol before crossing the Clifton Suspension Bridge and 
walking through the streets of Clifton en route to the cathedral. Bristol Cathedral dates back to 
the 12th century and is a fitting end to our pilgrimage.

The theme for this year’s pilgrimage is inspired by a 
remarkable woman from Bristol, who founded schools 
for mining families and glass workers in Mendip 
villages and became a leading abolitionist, working 
with Wilberforce to end the slave trade. Hannah More 
(1745-1833) was a woman of extraordinary courage 
who was bold enough to make a difference. A writer 
and campaigner inspired by her love of God, More will 
help us to reflect on themes of moral courage, practical 
action, and the reforming spirit which opens up new 
beginnings.

If you are interested in sharing with 25 to 30 other people a four day combined walking and 
spiritual journey across a lovely part of the West Country, then please speak to Revd Becky 
Bevan or the pilgrimage organiser Peter Wright (Tel 07770 968182).
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MADE IN
 BRITAIN

HANDCRAFTED K
IT

CHENS

VISIT OPTIPLANKITCHENS.CO.UK  
OR VISIT YOUR LOCAL SHOWROOM TO 

SEE ALL OUR LATEST OFFERS

FIND US AT
Optiplan Kitchens  

Turnpike Road, Thatcham RG18 3AN 
call us on 01635 862966

INTEREST FREE*

*Terms & Conditions Apply. Credit subject to status & 
affordability. Minimum deposit required upon order.

West Berkshire & North Hampshire
Generously supported by Artists open 

their studios
8 - 30 May

www.open-studios.org.uk 
Associated with the Newbury International Spring Festival

Now on
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New Curate on placement at St George’s ChurchNew Curate on placement at St George’s Church
My name is Julie Howell and I am on placement with St George’s until the end of April. I have 
been asked to write something about myself and my journey to becoming an ordained minister 
in the Church of England. So here goes!

When we start out on a journey, we generally know the 
destination or at least have a vague idea of it. This could be 
to the local shops, the school, or further afield perhaps to a 
holiday destination. Sometimes, we are surprised at how easy 
a journey is, sometimes, the journey takes twice as long as we 
anticipated! And sometimes, we are faced with a diversion 
with unexpected twists and turns along the way, that can 
have mixed blessings.

Well, my journey to becoming a curate was all of these things 
and more! I embarked on the process of deciding whether it was for me and whether the 
church thought it a “good fit” back in 2012. Following a lengthy process of discernment and 
making some difficult decisions over my career, family, housing, etc, I was finally accepted to 
start training. As part of my journey I agreed to a three-year placement living in community 
with the Iona Community in Scotland. So, I am not averse to trying new things and it turned 
out to be a blessing.

Training for the ministry normally consists of training for three years at theological college 
(which can be part-time or full-time) followed by three years in a curacy role, gaining the 
practical skills and confidence and generally getting stuck in. So, I am currently in my fourth 
year.

Although I had done various roles with my home church over the years and gained valuable 
experience in a number of areas, such as pastoral care, a listening ear, school pastor and 
youth leader, nothing quite prepares you for what it is really like. Up until June last year, I was 
still, very much, working as a health and safety consultant in London and training for the 
ministry alongside this.  The time came, however, for me to make the transition and to leave 
all that is familiar and to embark on a full-time training curacy, where I am a novice again! 
Not an easy transition. I became a Deacon in the Church June 2019.

So, my journey is one of excitement, trepidation, not really knowing where 
my final destination was and managing great change in my life. It is not 
dissimilar to anyone’s life really. The main thing is to be open, honest and 
have the courage to try, and of course … faith to stick with the journey and 
to trust the guide. If you see me about Wash Common do say hi!

Revd Julie   

Ian Mobey
Maintenance Services

Carpentry/Joinery
Tiling
Plastering
Bricklaying
Plumbing

01635 523 819
07776 180 907
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Bright Sparks 
Nursery School    

 

 East Woodhay Village Hall, Heath End, Newbury (only 4 miles) 
 

We have an excellent OFSTED report  
 

We have fully qualified teachers including specialists for 
 French, Music, Dance and Football  

 

• Language, French, Book Corner, Stories & Poetry, Drawing Table, Games 
• Number Skills, Puzzles, Construction, Sensorial Material, Nature & Science 
• Practical Life, Art & Craft, Sand & Water, Painting, Cooking, Home Corner 
• Music & Movement, Singing, Music Making, P.E., Assault Course, Drama 

 

Places are offered to children aged 2 - 5 years  
 

Head Teacher:  Mrs Cherida Daniel B.A. Hons, Mont. Dip. EYPS 
 

www.brightsparksnursery.co.uk       Telephone: 01722 716 144 07768 123139
01747 870432

  

 

 

 
Ofsted Registered Childminder 

 
Childcare for ages 0 to 11 

 
   Drop off & collection available for: 
 

St. George’s Pre-School, Falkland Primary 
John Rankin Nursery, Infants & Juniors  

 
Tax free childcare and  

childcare voucher payments accepted 
 

    See latest vacancies on: 

 www.bbchildcare.co.uk  
 

Please contact Sarah Scott on 07771 522375 or 
bbchildcare@hotmail.co.uk for more info 

 
 
 
 

B uilding 
B locks 

C hildcare 
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Newbury Soroptimists Support Newbury Soroptimists Support 
Children in GhanaChildren in Ghana  

Children in a rural Ghana school were left smiling with joy following the donation of handmade 
dresses, made from recycled pillowcases by Newbury and District Soroptimists.

The Newbury & District branch of Soroptimist International, 
based in Wash Common, have been supporting Action 
Through Enterprise (ATE) for over 6 years. 

ATE was founded by Sarah Gardner, a former primary 
school teacher from The Winchcombe School in Newbury. 
In 2012, Sarah was granted a sabbatical from her teaching 
job to spend 12 months as a VSO (Voluntary Services 
Overseas) Volunteer in rural Ghana. As a result of this 
placement, Sarah founded ATE – a brilliant small charity 
providing opportunities for children and adults. She has 
now committed her life to sustaining and growing the 
charity, and raising the much-needed funds. 

Having been inspired by a talk given by Sarah in 2014, the generous ladies who meet twice 
a month in St George’s Church, Wash Common, have sewn many dresses which have been 
carried out to children in Lawra, Upper-west Ghana. The dresses were distributed to children 
at Karbo Primary School, where ATE provide breakfast every day, and to disabled children who 
attend ATE’s SNAP (Special Needs Awareness Program) Group.

In 2019, ATE launched its seventh school feeding 
programme, to encourage children to go to school and gain 
an education, rather than searching for food or working in 
very low-income jobs. This support is vital in rural Ghana 
where low farm productivity, low household income, and 
poor educational outcomes are mutually reinforcing, 
perpetuating rural hunger and poverty. In parts of Lawra, 
where families struggle to provide more than 4 meals per 
week, and most children do not complete school, ATE 
provide free school meals to almost a thousand school 
children. Sarah’s dream of enabling children to access 
education has come true. 

Sarah, who lives in Hungerford, recently returned to The 
Newbury Soroptimist Group, to update them on ATE’s work. 
As well as making the beautiful dresses, many of the ladies 
who attend have made donations to support ATE. Sarah said 
‘I am extremely grateful for everything this amazing group 
of women do to help the people of Lawra, their commitment 
and enthusiasm for my work means so much to me’.

If anyone is interested in finding out more about ATE, or getting involved, please contact Sarah 
on sarah@ateghana.org, or visit the ATE website at www.ateghana.org.
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Call: 07901 860352 

Email: theupvcexpert@gmail.com 

www.theupvcexpert.com 

REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENT PARTS ON 
UPVC WINDOWS, DOORS AND 

CONSERVATORIES 

*misted/ broken glass     *handles/ hinges 

               *locks/ gaskets   *adjustments 

                             * and much more 

LOCAL EXPERIANCED INSTALLER 

FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS 

COMPOSITE & UPVC DOORS 

 

 Personal professional service    

 

 

Performances at New Era Theatre are currently 
suspended. 

We will be back as soon as possible.
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Do you have a favourite photo of your pet?Do you have a favourite photo of your pet?
Peter Wright introduces the categories at this year’s Wash Common Show

A picture of a four legged animal is one of the themes for the 
photography classes at this year’s Wash Common Garden 
& Craft Show - I expect we will see a number of photos of 
cats and dogs (and possibly other less common creatures) 
submitted. The other photography classes include three 
photos ‘In the Kitchen’, 3 photos of ‘Leisure’, as well as three 
black and white pictures regarding ‘Time’.  There is plenty of opportunity to get creative when 
considering these themes. If you have any suitable photos, why not consider entering the 
Show. It takes place this year on the afternoon of Saturday, 12 September in the Wash Common 
Community Centre on Glendale Avenue.

The Baking and Preserves section of the Show is always popular. In addition to the usual fruit 
cake and Victoria Sandwich, we have included another cake this year - a Coffee and Walnut 
Sponge, which I have to say is my favourite. I hope there may be some left for sale in the auction 
at the end of the show. Other new classes in the cooking section this year include a banana loaf 
and muffins. 

The advantage with the cooking section is that for most items you can practise in advance until 
you produce something which will be a show stopper and you can then pop it in the freezer 
and bring it out the evening before the show. Preserves are even better, because you can make 
those months in advance.

In addition to baking and photography, the Show includes Garden Produce, Flower Arranging, 
Art and Handicrafts. 

The Garden Produce section includes traditional vegetable items such as potatoes, beans and 
courgettes, as well as various fruits. There are also classes for cut flowers and potted plants, 
such as fuchsias.

There is a separate junior section – this includes an ‘Airfix’ and a Lego model, and designing a 
poster for the Olympics - it will be interesting to see what the children produce.  

Now that the days are getting longer, it is time to be sowing seeds and getting out and about 
with your camera looking for suitable subject matter. Full details of the show categories and 
entry forms are already available online at www.washcommonshow.wordpress.com and copies 
of the schedules will be available from early June in the local shops, churches, library and 
Newbury Rugby Club.

The committee is looking for new members - if anyone is interested in helping with the show, 
please contact Peter Wright on 07770 968182. It doesn’t require much time and it is good fun 
helping to run a community event.

Needed urgently: 
Instant mash
Dried onion or onion 
granules
Garlic puree (tube)

The Foodbank relies on 
donations of food and 
there are collection 
points at most of the 
local supermarkets, as 
well as in the lobby of 
St George’s Church.
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P&S SERVICES 

(EST. 1990) 

YOUR LOCAL GENERAL 
BUILDERS 

EXTENSIONS AND SMALL 
WORKS 

PERSONAL ATTENTION AND 
FREE QUOTES 
01635 30280 

EMERGENCY WORKS 
07970 366917 

P&S SERVICES

Yoga Classes
Suitable For All Abilities

VENUE
Large Meeting Room, 
St George’s, RG14 6NU

DAY & TIME
11.45am-12.45pm  Seated Chair and 

Standing Balance Work
6:45-7:45pm  Seated Chair and Mat Work

Please contact Jenny White
Mobile:  07732 830884

jennywhitewellbeing@yahoo.com
http://jennywhitewellbeing.org

My classes are a gentle mix of Hatha and Kundalini Yoga 
and whilst connecting movement, posture and breath, 
we focus on stretching, strengthening and improved 
mobility. Encouraging quietness of mind and 
self-awareness with meditation, all bene�cial for our 
health and wellbeing.

ARBOCARE 
TREE SURGERY LTD 

QQuuaalliififieedd  aanndd  EExxppeerriieenncceedd  AArrbboorriissttss  

• EEssttaabblliisshheedd  oovveerr  2255  yyeeaarrss  

• CCoonnttrraaccttoorrss  ttoo  tthhee  NNaattiioonnaall  
TTrruusstt  

• CCrroowwnn  rreedduuccttiioonnss    

• TThhiinnnniinngg  

• FFeelllliinngg    

• HHeeddggee  TTrriimmmmiinngg  

• SSttuummpp  GGrriinnddiinngg  

• DDeeccaayy  DDeetteeccttiioonn  &&  TTrreeee  RReeppoorrttss  

FFrreeee  pphhoonnee::  00880088  11555555881155  

MMoobbiillee::  0077777788881111113366  

wwwwww..aarrbbooccaarree..ccoo..uukk  

BRIAN MATTHEWS 
Antique & Modern 

Furniture Restoration
Est.1978

French Polishing Specialists
Handrails

Kitchen Work Tops
Tables etc.

Tel: 01635 38678 / 07768041922
brian@matthewsrestoration.co.uk

www.matthewsrestoration.co.uk
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LIBRARY
Wash Common

THE FRIENDS OF

New Opening Hours:

Mondays: 2.30pm – 6.30pm, Wednesdays: 2.30pm – 4.30pm,

Fridays: 9.30am – 11.30am, Saturdays: 10.00am – 12 noon

What can we offer?

• Over 3000 books catalogued and ready to borrow – including a wide range of children’s 
books

• Free membership

• Tea and coffee available on request

• 2 computers with FREE Wi-Fi

• Printing and Photocopying – B&W and Colour

• Friendly volunteer staff

• Spanish Club -• Rhyme Time – Every Second Wednesday of the month, 1.30pm. 

• Poetry Group – Every third Tuesday at 2.30pm. 

• Book Groups – Last Thursday of the month at 7.30pm.

Something for the seniors, Mondays from 11.00am – 12 noon. ‘START THE WEEK ...’ with a 
cuppa and a chat. 

 Tots Time   rhymes and stories for preschool children - Thursday term time only,  at 11.00am 
for 30 minutes. 

The Friends of Wash Common Library have made the difficult decision 
to close the library during the coronavirus outbreak. This follows 
guidance from West Berkshire Council.

We will be back as soon as it is safe for our We will be back as soon as it is safe for our 
readers and volunteers to do so.readers and volunteers to do so.



20  The Wash Commoner April 2020

Live Well 
in Our Care 
BOOK A VISIT AT PORTHAVEN.CO.UK 
OR CALL 0808 168 6040
NURSING  •  RESIDENTIAL  •  DEMENTIA  •  RESPITE

Falkland Grange Care Home

Monks Lane, Newbury RG14 7RW

NEW
HOME
NOW
OPEN!
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Mike
Overend
Holistic Therapies

Contact: 
Mike Overend 
07881 527947 
mike@moht.co.uk 
www.moht.co.uk

THE BOWEN TECHNIQUE
A gentle therapy, which can be given through clothing, is 
suitable for all ages, and has been observed to help with:
• Acute and chronic back pain
• sciatica
• frozen shoulder and tennis elbow
• whiplash and neck restrictions
• headaches and sinus problems 
• chronic fatigue
• stress and tension
• asthma and hay fever

Other therapies:  
Bowen for Children, Cranio Bowen, Exercise and Rehabilitation, 
Reiki, Angelic Reiki

Contact Mike Overend on 07881 527947 or  
mike@moht.co.uk or www.moht.co.uk

MIKE OVEREND HOLISTIC THERAPIES

First treatment £25 with this advert
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Gardeners DelightGardeners’ delight
Marion Fenn is keeping us busy and healthy in the garden

The spectacular sight in the sky on the eve of March’s new moon reminded me of how some 
people plant according to the phases of the moon.  This takes a lot of monitoring, but it can be 
effective. We always use Good Friday to plant potatoes and had a man (sadly no longer here) 
on the allotments who would stand looking at his watch to make sure he planted at the precise 
minute. He got it right but with his thorough digging and preparation he would achieve well 
anyway.

We were denied full appreciation of the supermoon, known as the Worm Moon, on the following 
night because of low cloud.  Hopefully we’ll be treated on 7-8 April when the largest supermoon 
of the year can be seen. April’s full moon is known as the Pink Moon, but don’t be fooled into 
thinking it will turn pink. It’s actually named after pink wildflowers, which appear in North 
America in early spring. It is also known as the Egg Moon (moon’s link to inspiring chocolate 
eggs?), due to spring egg-laying season. This full moon is important because it is used to fix the 
date of Easter, which is always the Sunday after the first full moon following the spring equinox. 
This year, that moon appears on Thursday 8 April, which means Easter Sunday falls four days 
later, on Sunday 12 April. We can expect meteor showers 16 – 25 April, so interesting night skies 
in store.

The elements have hindered getting off to an early start but there is still plenty of time. Our bare 
rooted fruit trees have not yet been lifted from the nursery but conditions, as they are, will allow a 
later deadline to get them in. 

Most vegetable growers like to grow organically. 
The school children are amazing how they 
recognise the difference in taste and don’t fuss 
about irregular shape. They are so aware of food 
miles and environmental issues, including growing 
organically.

The principles of organic gardening are based on a balanced ecosystem. The two best defences 
against pests and disease are to start with healthy soil and healthy plants that are suited to your 
climate and growing conditions. 

Methods of organic pest and disease control have come a long way from the days when pest 
control meant reaching for a can of insecticide and zapping the offender, which also killed the 
good bugs. Encouraging beneficial predators like ground beetles, ladybirds, lacewings, parasitic 
wasps and hoverflies by providing the right habitat for them is important. Planting in mixed 
groups is useful so that the alien bug (most have their favourite diet) is not attracted to a whole 
area of one type of plant. 

Companion planting means a plant benefits from close proximity to another type of plant. 
Advantages include attracting beneficial insects and predators, repelling harmful ones, and 
aiding growth.

Members of the Allium family, such as onions, garlic, and chives have a strong odour which 
repels aphids, carrot flies, moles, and weevils. Alliums also help prevent fungal diseases and their 
flowers attract beneficial insects. Some flowers are great companions e.g. marigolds. French 
marigolds attract hoverflies, which eat aphids.

If you are buying in plants inspect them carefully to make sure they are free of pests and disease. 



 The Wash Commoner April 2020 23

Our plans for growing extra early potatoes went haywire (blame the elements) but they are 
exposed to the light in a frost-free area and are chitting steadily. It is important not to get 
straggly shoots – remove them and start again. As with any plants it is not worth planting out 
until the conditions are favourable; they will just rot.

As I write the soil will still be cold after winter frost and rains. Delay seed-sowing out of doors 
until you can see weeds/grass growing strongly - a good sign that soil is starting to warm up at 
last. Attack them with your hoe, avoiding compacting the soil by standing on a plank. Peas and 
beans should be okay. Stagger planting. Plant out pot grown legumes. Dig up any ‘volunteer’ 
potato or tomato plants, growing from plant debris left in the soil from last year’s crops - they 
could be carrying the disease potato blight.

Sow seeds according to the packet when you feel the elements are not adverse and the soil has 
warmed up. Remember to allow each emerging seedling plenty of space. Even sow individually, 
if you have the patience, to ensure strong plants. If leek moth or allium leaf miner has been 
active previously, cover seedlings with fleece to protect them from egg-laying adults in April. 
Monitor plants for insect infestation, powdery mildew, etc. There is much that can be done to 
prevent devastation by being watchful and destroying by hand.  The birds will love the odd dead 
slug or add it to your compost.

Fruit blossom may need protecting against frost with fleece or net curtain. Take it off if there 
are no frosts, so pollinating insects are not prevented from visiting the blossom. Herbs in flower 
make excellent bee and beneficial-insect attractants. Mint rust can continue from one year to 
the next. Dig out and discard any plants with yellow/orange pustules on the leaves. Buy fresh 
plants (or start your own from seed) and grow in a new location.

Feed the soil, using homemade garden compost, or well-rotted manure (not both), around 
established plants, and in planting holes for new plants. Rate of use - compost 1 standard 
garden bucket per sq m, for manure half that amount.

Buy new peat-free potting compost for any seed sowing. Last year’s material will have 
deteriorated over winter. Sow insect-attractant annuals to attract beneficial insects and 
especially bees. A patch of unmown long grass adds to 
the bio-diversity in your organic garden. Butterflies, for 
instance, like to lay eggs in flowering grasses. As long as 
the grass is not too long, leave the clippings on the lawn 
for worms to take down into the soil - they can provide 
70% of the lawn’s nitrogen needs over summer.

If you have a pond, remove blanket and duck weed but 
watch out for frog spawn. Provide a ramp, in ponds with 
sheer sides, so frogs and other creatures can climb out 
easily

What is happening to the Planet Earth is of real 
significance. The basic idea is simple, the science 
complicated and confusing. There is so much we don’t 
know but there are simple ways we can help. I highly 
recommend a book, ‘Will Farts Destroy the Planet?’, 
written primarily for children, as an easy read which will 
help adults grasp the concept, too. The author has written 
many easy science books, I think I am in my second 
childhood, enjoying the simplicity, truthfulness and 
insight into what is happening to our planet.
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swimming classes for bumps, 

babies and beyond

www.swimkidz.co.uk

Find a class near you...

Caroline Bairstow

E: havefun@swimkidz.co.uk

T: 0750 005 6623

www.facebook.com/SwimkidzBerksHantsWilts 

FREE 
TASTER
sessions

available

Classes for all ages from 7yrs upwards, 
study Acting, Speech and Drama,
Improvisation, Mime etc. working 

towards exams
 and shows for friends and family.

I will also be starting daytime 
classes for adults, 

as well as coaching students for 
Drama School

 and 
National Youth Theatre Auditions

For further Information please 
contact Lisa on

Mobile 07774 643254

lisa.harrington2@btinternet.com
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St George’s Retirement 
Fellowship 

Please come and join us! 

Retirement Fellowship meets every third Tuesday of the month from 2.30 - 4.30pm in St 
George’s Large Meeting Room. If you can’t get there, give us a call and we can organise a lift 
for you. We charge 50p for an opportunity to make new friends over a cup of tea and cake. 
Take that first step! Contact Maria Pratico on 01635 44827 for more details.

It does seem that we just get over one crisis and then here we are onto the next with the media 
keeping us informed nonstop.  Yes, it’s been one thing after another.... what with Brexit/storms/

floods/virus...... whatever next you may ask!

We have all been watching the news and getting informed about the 
coronavirus and in the light of all we were being told I knew a decision 
had to be made for the Retirement Fellowship.  The Church of 
England’s advice was that we had to ‘suspend catering where multiple 
people touch mugs, utensils and foodstuffs’.  Now where would our 
meetings be without the pleasure of Marion’s teas and cakes? Also, 
could we really wipe down every handle, every table and so on with 
disinfectant and then ask everyone to wash their hands before coming 
into our meetings? A difficult one to answer.  

I personally wanted to meet on Tuesday 17 March 2020 as I was really looking forward to the 
talk by Emma Wilcox from the Dog’s Trust. I also wanted to be able to tell everyone in person 
that we were getting to the point where we would have to suspend the meetings until the fear 
of contagion had passed by. I also wanted to discuss what was the best way we could stay 
connected in the meantime.  

So there we were, the Retirement Fellowship team, pondering and exchanging emails with each 
other on this matter when the decision was taken away from us as I received an email from 
Emma herself cancelling the next meeting – reason being as she was ill!  I have to say I saw that 
as a sign; the decision was easy after that! 

I know we all value the opportunity to get out and about and have a chat to others at the 
Retirement Fellowship. But the circumstances dictate that we suspend meetings until life gets 
back to normal again.  I hope and pray that it won’t be too long but in the meantime we have 
to remember it is about SOLIDARITY NOT SOLITAIRELY so we will be in touch with you all 
by telephone and if there is anything we can do to help, we will.  I am sorry we didn’t have the 
chance to meet face-to-face to explain this decision, but I know you will all understand.

In the meantime, our thoughts and prayers are with all those who are suffering and are in lock 
down; all the children missing school; all the shops/restaurants/gyms/cinemas/theatres and so 
on that are closed.  Let’s follow the government guidelines and pray for the best!  Take care ...
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keeping you 
healthy for life … 
 
 

 
 
8 Falkland Road, Newbury, 
Berkshire, RG14 6NY 

01635 580200 
www.nhcnewbury.co.uk 

  

Acupuncture                           
Alexander Technique        
Art Psychotherapy       
Beauty Therapy                  
Bowen Technique      
Clinical Massage              
Cranial Osteopathy        
Deep Tissue Massage 
Homeopathy        
Manual Lymphatic Drainage   
McTimoney Chiropractic 
Naturopathy         
Osteopathy      
Physiotherapy                 
Reflexology                   
Sports Therapy             

 

Calm, kind, accessible Hatha Yoga & 
meditation for everybody

Highclere Village Hall:Tues 5.30 pm & Weds 
4.15 (chair yoga) & 6 pm

Newbury Mon 7pm, Headley Tues 10 am
Kingsclere Village Club Friday’s 9.30 am &
Deep Yoga Relax – mindful micro retreats

Contact Joanna Edge 07970 166675
Joanna@RealMeYoga.co.uk

www.RealMeYoga.co.uk

www.jurassicbarkdogs.co.uk

Dog Walking
in Newbury, canine first aid trained, 

insured, CRB checked,  
crated vehicles with air conditioning & 

regular dogosaur events

Please contact Sophie for details on:

sophie@jurassicbarkdogs.co.uk
or 

078 0990 8659
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Beat the Bugs with Beta Glucans
Coughs, colds and stomach bugs appear to be commonplace this year, as we head into early 
spring and any one of these can impact upon our daily lives. When it comes to naturally boosting 
the immune system, beta glucans are crucial weapons in the fight to stay healthy. Liz Chandler 
from Natures Corner explains how they can provide the cornerstone to our immune armoury.

Despite the great attention that we give to our personal hygiene, it’s difficult to avoid a collective 
sharing of germs as we move about in close proximity to others. A fully primed immune system 
is vital to combat the onslaught of bacteria and viruses. Beta Glucan is a natural complex 
carbohydrate, commonly derived from brewer’s yeast, shitake mushrooms and cereal grains 
particularly barley and oats. 

After over a century of research, studies have shown that beta glucans reach the small intestine 
intact, where they bind to immune cells and act as an alarm, helping to kick-start the body’s 
defences at the first sign of infection. Specifically, they stimulate the activity of macrophages, 
which are versatile immune cells that ingest and demolish invading pathogens and also 
stimulate other immune cells to attack. In addition, beta glucans stimulate white blood cells 
(lymphocytes) that bind to viruses, and release chemicals to destroy them. 

Science may not have unlocked all the potential health benefits of 
supplementing with beta glucans, but it is known that there is a 
positive effect on heart health and regulating blood sugar levels. 
However, people with conditions such as rheumatoid arthritis, 
lupus, multiple sclerosis and asthma may need to use caution as the 
immune system is already overactive.

So, with a little forethought and preventative action, we can 
perhaps enjoy the spring months without illness and keep our 
homes and workplaces bug free zones. 

If so contact Hillhampton Wills, a local, family run company on 0118 984 3167 or 
email: joanne@hillhamptonwills.com 

Joanne will visit you at your home. Appointments last approximately 1 hour and can 
be held during the day, evening or weekend.  

A Single Will costs £150, a pair of Mirror Wills £210, a single Power of Attorney 
£250.

For further information visit www.hillhamptonwills.com 
A member of the Institute of Professional Will Writers and fully insured.

Do you need a Will or Lasting Power of Attorney?
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Clarendon House 44 London Road 
Newbury Berkshire RG14 1LA 

Your local independent  
Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons 
We are proud to provide a quality service with an exceptionally 

high standard of care. We are totally dedicated to providing 
families with personal attention and freedom of choice. 

Peter Cox  has nearly 40 years’ 
experience caring for families and looking 
after their needs during the difficult time 

of arranging a funeral, choosing a 
prepaid funeral plan and designing 

memorials for a lasting tribute 
 

Available 24 hours a day 7 days a week for 
free & impartial advice, without 

obligation… 

Tel: 01635 43355 
Email: peter@wbfd.co.uk 

Web: www.wbfd.co.uk 
We remember the little things… 
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Recipe Exchange

The Greek Orthodox Church ends the Lenten fast with long and enthusiastic celebrations,   
Yes, I know: all that surplus egg white!  Meringues, anyone? 
Peter Knott

Greek Easter Bread      

If anyone has any recipes that are 
sure fire winners for your friends 
or family, please share them by 
emailing them to magazine@st-
george-newbury.org.uk.

• 10 fl oz milk
• 5 oz unsalted butter
• 3 sachets easy blend yeast
• 6 oz caster sugar
• 2 lb strong white flour
• 1 tsp salt
• 6 med egg yolks, lightly 

beaten
• 4 oz chopped candied peel
• finely grated rind of 1 lemon
• finely grated rind of ½ orange
• 3 oz sesame seeds
• 1 med egg yolk beaten with 1 

tbsp cold water [for glaze]

1. Scald the milk in a small saucepan at moderately high heat, then reduce 
to low.  Add the butter, cut into small pieces.

2. Stir with a wooden spoon until all the butter has melted, then remove the 
pan from the heat and allow to cool until lukewarm.

3. Sift flour, sugar, salt and yeast together into a large mixing bowl.  With a 
metal spoon stir in the chopped peel and the grated citrus rind.

4. Make a well in the centre, pour in the milk/butter mixture and the egg 
yolks.

5. Draw the flour mixture into the liquid using your fingers or a wooden 
spoon. Continue mixing until you achieve a homogeneous dough which 
comes away from the sides of the bowl.

6. Turn the dough out onto a lightly floured surface and gently knead for 
about 5 minutes.  It should then be smooth and elastic.  Rinse, dry then 
lightly grease the mixing bowl.  Shape the dough into a ball and return it 
to the bowl.

7. Cover with a clean cloth and leave in a warm draught-free place for 1-1½ 
hours, until the dough has almost doubled in bulk.

8. Turn the dough out again onto a floured surface and knead for around 
6-8 minutes, divide into 3 equal pieces and roll each with your hands into 
a sausage shape about 12 in long, slightly tapering at the ends.

9. Sprinkle one-third of the sesame seeds onto the surface and roll one 
piece of the dough in the seeds, ensuring it is well coated along its 
length. Repeat with the remaining seeds and 2 pieces of dough.

10. Join the dough pieces into a loose plait and tuck the ends underneath.  
Put the plait on a large, lightly buttered baking sheet and set aside in 
a warm draught-free place for 2-3 hours, until the dough has almost 
doubled in bulk.

11. Preheat the oven to 200C/gas 6.

12. Using a pastry brush paint the top of the loaf with the glaze.

13. Place the loaded baking sheet into the centre of the oven and bake for 10 
minutes.

14. Lower the temperature to 180C/gas 4, and continue baking for about 30 
minutes more, until the bread is golden brown.

15. Remove the bread from the oven and allow to cool on the baking sheet 
for 30 minutes, then transfer to a wire rack to cool completely.

MethodIngredients
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Lorraine Bowden
Tutor

Successful retired teacher offers 
tuition:

For Ages 7 to 11:

Maths and English

GCSE:
Maths including higher tier

Contact:
Tel: 01635 47590 or 07802 583116

E-mail: lbowden146@btinternet.com

 

PAUL TILLEN 

CARPENTER 

All aspects of Carpentry 
and 

Home Maintenance 
Undertaken 

Telephone: 01635  528426 
 07974  645607 
 
 



 The Wash Commoner April 2020 31

Young Peoples’ Groups
Every second Sunday 7.00pm Justacross  (13-18 years)

St George’s prayer intentions
As part of our daily worship at St George’s, we pray for a particular area of the parish each week. A monthly list of prayer 
intentions, including the roads being prayed for, is available from the church. If you have a specific concern or a person 
you would like us to pray for, or if you would like a visit from someone in the Church, please call The Revd. Terry Winrow on 
01635 41249.

Contact for the Emergency Prayer Chain: 
Elizabeth Pook (01635 47923) or Chris Hill (01635 841949).

Contact for the Prayer and Healing Team: 
Dave Hill (01635 841949) or email d.hill11@ntlworld.com

Weekdays

Tuesday 7.30pm Holy Communion

Wednesday 9.30am Holy Communion

Thursday 2.00pm Holy Communion

 7.20pm Contemplative Prayer

Friday 12 noon Prayers for Peace and Reconciliation

Sunday
8.00am Holy Communion 
9.30am Parish Communion

  

Children’s groups meet during the service:  
 Star Club   3-5 years 
 Sunday Club  5-11 years

All Age Communion is on the first Sunday of the month 
Tea and coffee are served in the hall after the 9:30 service

Sacrament of Reconciliation   
contact The Reverend Becky Bevan 
(confession and forgiveness) 
 Parish Priest - The Revd Becky Bevan 
 Tel: 01635 524994 
  Email: bbevan.vicar@stg-stj.org.uk

 Associate Priest - The Revd Terry Winrow  
  Tel: 01635 45380 
  Email: terry.winrow@st-george-newbury.org

Churchwardens -  Simon Pook (01635 30599)  
   Rita Gardner (01635 44992) 
  Email: churchwardens@st-george-newbury.org

Church office 
  Tel: 01635 41249 (Answer machine at other times)  
Email: office@st-george-newbury.org 
  Open:  Mon, Wed, Thurs  9:30 - 13:15 
   Fri  9:30 - 12:15

St George’s Centre Bookings  
 Tel: 01635 41249 
 Email: centre.bookings@st-george-newbury.org

Contacts
St George The Martyr, Andover Road

Services

St George’s Church

St George’s Church will not be holding any services during the coronavirus pandemic, in line 
with guidance from the Church of England.  

A videoed Sunday service will be available on-line via the church website. Other services 
may be added in due course. 

The church will be open daily for private prayer and reflection, and stands ready to support 
the local community as required.  

Please use the contacts below if you would like any support at this time.
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The St George’s Centre is on the Andover Road, next to St George’s Church and provides facilities for many organisations 
serving Wash Common. Below is a list of groups and organisations using the Centre on a regular basis.

Organisation Contact name Contact number Meeting times
Alcoholics Anonymous 0800 9177 650 Wed: 6.30 – 7.30pm

Fri: 7.00 - 8.15pm

Ballroom Dancing Sally Ann Poole 01635 41798 Wed: 7.30 – 8.30pm

Brownies Lynne Patel 07870 755185 Thurs: 6.15 – 7.45pm

Busy Kids Amy Willis 07795 633443 Daily: 3.00 – 6.00pm
Breakfast: 8.00 – 9.00pm
also, Holiday Clubs

Church Choir Clive Grant 01635 41249 Friday: 6.45 – 8.30pm

Falkland WI Mrs D Haines 01635 42953 2nd Tuesday: 8 – 9.30pm

Fitness League Susan King 01264 772872 Wed: 10.15 – 11.45am

Guides Lynne Patel 07870 755185 Mon: 6.15 – 7.45pm

Healing 2nd Tues: 8.00 – 10.00pm

Seated Chair and Mat Yoga with 
Jenny White

Jenny White 07732 830884 Mon: 11.45 - 12.45pm
Mon: 6.45 - 7.45pm

Kumon Maths Steve Taylor 07793 663038 Mon: 3.15 – 5.15pm
Thurs: 3.15 – 5.15pm

Lace Group Kay Coventry 01635 580629 Wed: 12.30 – 2.30pm

Lotte Berk Method Jenifer Klepfer 07881 296623 Sat: 9.00 - 10.00am

Market Square Quilters Geraldine Priest 01635 253271 5 Saturdays per year

Mothers’ Union Val Bolan 01635 582362 1st Tues: 12.15 - 4.00pm in LMR
1st Wed: 9.30 - 10.00am  
Communion in church 

Newbury National Trust Keith Spires 01635 30457 5 Tuesdays per year
Lecture Meetings in Church 2nd 
Monday Jan to May then Sept 
to Dec

Newbury U3A Bridge Mrs Angela Spellman 01635 253874 Tues: 2.00 - 4.30pm  
Fri: 2.30 - 4.30pm

Pilates Class Angela Duff 07769 580709 Mon:  9.30 - 10.30
          10.30 - 11.30
Tues:  9.30 - 10.30
           10.30 - 11.30

Perform Gemma Payne 07825 916496 Sat: 9.00am - 1.00pm

Complete Yoga Alison Strawford 07801 988086 
complete-yoga-new-
bury@outlook.com

Wed: 8.00 – 9.30pm

Retirement Fellowship Maria Pratico 01635 44827 3rd Tues: 2.30 – 4.00pm

Soroptimists Janet Wycherley 01635 580115 1st/3rd Thurs 7.30 – 10.00pm

Tiddlers and Toddlers Caroline Clugston 01635 253442 Mon: 1.30 – 3.00pm

Wings & Wellies Pre-school Treasurer 07887 900348 Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri: 
9.00 –2.45pm

To hire the Centre facilities on a regular or casual basis, please contact Centre Booking on 01635 41249.

St George’s Centre
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Local Churches: 
St John the Evangelist Church 
St John’s Road, Newbury
Associate Priest: Revd Gary Collins
Phone: 01635 827526
Email: gary@st-john-newbury.org.uk
Website: www.stjohnnewbury.org.uk

St. Francis de Sales (R.C), Warren Road  01635 40332

Glendale (meets on Sundays at St Bartholomew’s School  
@ 10.30am and at the Wash Common Community Centre  
@ 6.30pm)   01635 524730

Local Councillors for  
Wash Common:
Newbury town Council (Wash Common ward):
Chris Foster (c.w.foster@outlook.com) 07779 302347
Roger Hunneman (roger.hunneman@googlemail.com)
  07818 422285   
David Marsh (DavidMarsh1@westberks.gov.uk)
  07775 703582 
Gary Norman (gan1957@aol.com) 07801 046115
Sarah Slack (sarahfoot57@icloud.com) 07970 790808
Tony Vickers (tony.vickers1@westberks.gov.uk)
  07413 480080   

West Berkshire Council (Wash Common ward):
Adrian Abbs (adrian.abbs1@westberks.gov.uk)
  07768 998370
David Marsh (DavidMarsh1@westberks.gov.uk)
  07775 703582
Tony Vickers (tony.vickers1@westberks.gov.uk)
  07413 480080   

Medical:
NHS call: 111 or visit 111.nhs.uk
Falkland Surgery (inc. appointments) 01635 279972
Wash Common Pharmacy    01635 35033
West Berkshire Community Hospital 01635 273 300
Royal Berkshire Hospital 0118 322 5111
Basingstoke and North Hampshire Hospital 01256 473202

Police:
Police Crime in Progress     999
Neighbourhood Policing Team (non-emergency)  101
Crimestoppers (caller can remain anonymous)  0800 555 111
Neighbourhood Watch (Angela Money, Chair)  01635 40866

Other:
Samaritans 116 123
Cruse Bereavement Care, West Berkshire 01635 523573
Mothers’ Union, St George’s Branch (Val Bolan)
  01635 582362
New Era Players  07919 916009
Citizens Advice West Berkshire:
 Advice line  0300 2225941
 Appointments  01635 516605
West Berkshire District Council 01635 55 1111 
 Emergency out of hours 01344 786 543

West Berk Foodbank
 Information for Donors/General: 
 info@westberks.foodbank.org.uk,   07955 626621
 Emergency Food for those in Crisis  01635 760560 
 www.westberks.foodbank.org.uk
Newbury Volunteer Car Scheme 01635 49004
Newbury Shopmobility scooter and
 wheelchair loan 01635 523854
Newbury Handybus 01635 37111

Utilities:
Gas Leak / Smell of Gas Reporting 0800 111999
Electricity - Power cut reporting  08000 727282
Water Leak Reporting 0800 714614

Schools:
Falkland Primary 01635 44949
John Rankin Junior 01635 42859
John Rankin Infants 01635 42376
Park House 01635 573911
St Bartholomew’s 01635 521255

Youth Organisations in  
Wash Common:
St George’s Pre-School 07887 900348
Busy Kids After School Club 07795 633443
Pumpkins Pre School 07766 888337
Girlguiding (Irene Hanbury) 01635 820765
Tiddlers and Toddlers 07887 725107
Scouting (Rob Daniels)   GSL@washcommonscouts.org.uk

Useful Numbers
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If you live within the St George’s parish area and would like The Wash 
Commoner delivered to your home each month for free, please complete and 
return the following details:

Name:  ........................................................................................

Address:  ........................................................................................

Postcode: .................................

Signed:  ............................................   Date:  ......................

Email to: magazine@st-george-newbury.org.uk

Post to: The Wash Commoner, St George’s Church, Andover Road, Wash Common 

RG14 6NU.

By giving us your details on this form you consent for them being held 

on a secure database which will be used only for the Wash Commoner 

delivery.

The Wash Commoner can also be collected from the lobby of St George’s Church, or 

from many local shops and organisations, including Budgens.

If you live outside St George’s parish, The Wash Commoner can be posted to you for 

£8.00 per annum (to cover postage costs):

I enclose a payment of £ _________   (cheques payable to: St George’s Church)

Delivery request
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ST George’s Social Events 
2020

5th July - Summer Serenade

27 - 31 July - Holiday Club


